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Preach'd: before this HO USE, on Saturday 


X * 
E „ - a- LEY 
* 


Hiebe Lunæ 25. die Oftobris, 1725. 


HAT the Thanks of this HOUSE be 
gien to the Reverend Mr. Edward 
Vage, for the excellent Sermon by him 


laſt at St. Andrew's Church, and that he be 


deſired to print the fame: And that Mr. Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Clements, and 
Mr. Maynard do acquaint him therewith. 


"Y 


8 E R M fol 


. reach d in b 
St Andrews Dun N, Ec. 


ieee OOO 


Lale xiv. part of V. 23. 
© Compel them to come in. 


5 . CE gd: state or 


beſides n ee to which 
in IRS with others it is ex · 
| poſed, there is one almoſt 

4 to it, which has contributed not a lictle, 
to make the publick Peace of the Society, at 

all Times uncertain and precarious. For 
whereas in other Kingdoms, all the Mem- 
bers of the Community, or at leaſt a vaſt Ma- 
jority of them, however they differ in Mat- 
ters of leſs Moment, are in the main united 
in their Civil Intereſts, and, unleſs at ſome 
certain times, when they are heated with Am- 


1A 2 bition, 


hf of "ee ingdom, may eaſily obſerve, 
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doms ſince the Reformation. Nothing is more 


the Proteſtants of t 


 Fequente of their Treaſons and not the Cauſe 


(4) 

bition or Reſentment, heartily concur in 
their Endeavonrs' tw ſupport the Conſtiturion, 
in tis Kingdom great Numbers of thofe, who. 
have enjoyed the Protection of the Govern- 


ment, have yet been Ehemies to it, and have 


ſhewn themſelves ræady on an favourahle Jun- 
cture, to exem theit utmoſt Harce andi Power 
FAY WET 4 


A 
That this is true of moſt-of thoſe who have 


: 
2 


to oyerthrow it. 


profeſſed the Romiſh Religion, is generally 


allow de and cannot be diſputed : by any, one 
who coſiders their: Conduct in Boch Riog- 


certairy than that they have on all Occaſi- 
ons ſhewn themſelves Enemies to the eſta- 
bliſh'd Government as well Civil as Religious. 
The many Conſpiracies form'd againſt Queen 
Elizabeth, the Gun- Powder Plot, and the 


dreadful Maſſacre of this Day, prove it be- 


„end all Poſſibility of Contradiction; or if 
et Inſtances be T rapes theit Behaviour to 
his Kingdom, in the late 

Times of Confuſion, very clearly ſhews the 
Continuance of the ſame evil Diſpoſition. 


And ſince the true Cauſe of this Eumity has 


always been a furious and blind Zeal for their 
Religion, and not any Difficulties or Prefs 
ſutes they labout d under in their Civil Iute- 
reſts,” moſt of which have been the Con- 


them, it may well be preſumd that 


2s long as this Principle has its full Inflaence 
upon them, it will diſpoſe them to act in _ 


s: 
- 08 

ſame 2 ome 
probable Rxpectation dis / in any | 
aud violent Undertaking: + 1 +1 


Ty 
* * 


Fo this! Reaſohy; the Wiſtlom of the Legi. | 


ſlaturd has thoughit it neceſſary to frame ſe- 
veral Eaws,. with à Deſigu to weaken: the Pow- 


er andꝭ Intereſb of the: Pupiſſi Party amongus 


aud to render it leſs; formidable tor the Go. 


vernment; and. betauſe tis found by; Bxperi- 
ence that the Eaws hitherto: fram d do not fulo 


ly auſwer the End propos d, tis poſſible they 


that will be more effectual . g 
In doing chis, tis certain they act agteea- 
bly to the great Bau / of Self Preſer vation, and 
to: the Fundamental Principle of Society alſo, 


which ddes and muſt veſt the ſupreme Power 


in every Nation with a Right to ſecure the 
whole Body, from the evil Deſigns and Ar- 
tions, as well of its own Members, as of any! 
other Perſoris, who are: diſpoſed to hurt and! 
But this notwithſtanding, as our Caſe is 
circumſtanc'd, all Laws of this kind, are in the: 
Opinion of many liable to one plauſible Ob- 
jection, which is this: That the true Cauſe of 
that / Oppoſition of Intereſts, which divides 
the Power of the Community, and renders 


ane part: off it ſo juſtly / ſuſpect 


ed ſto the other, 


being 4 Difſfłrenoe in them nile of Re- 
| Higion,. ariſing from their: different” — of 
the Chriſtian Lawz tis impoſſible to frame a- 
ny! Laws: fox! tho! pablick Security, without 
Mate! ET Poreing 


may hereafter con ſider of and eſtabliſ Octiers 
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I if ( 6 ) | 
I forcing Mens Conſciences and invading that 
| Liber) which all Perſons ought to be allow d, 
of following their Dictates, in order to their 
don eternal Salvation. Aud ſince it is certain 
that this ought in no caſe to be done, it follows 
on this Suppoſition, that all Laws of this ſort, 
however neceſſary or uſeful they may be 
thought to the Weal-publick, are in them- 
ſelves unjuſt and unreaſonable, and therefore 
- ought not to be made or continued. . ' 
This Objection, every one knows has been 
urg d againſt the Laws made in both Ki 
for the Security of the Government againſt 
the Popiſn Faction; the ſame has been urg d 
againſt others, which have more lately been 
under Deliberation; and, as it is the only plau- 
ſible one which can be made uſe of for ſuch 
an End, there is no doubt but it will on all fu- 
ture Occaſions be urg d to prevent the paſ- 
ſuch Laws, as may be any way grievous 
to thoſe of the Church of Rome, however ne- 
ceſſary they may be thought for the Support 
of the Government and the Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt in this Nation. . „ 64 TID; 
Since then one great Deſign of the Legiſla- 
ture in appointing this Anniverſary Thankſ- 
giving, was, by. perpetuating the Memory of 
a barbarous and cruel Conſpiracy , and of the 
dreadful Effects which even a partial Execution 
thereof had on the Proteſtants of this Kingdom, 
to raiſe in our Minds a juſt Apprehenſion of 
the er to which we are at all times expos d 
from thoſe who are under the Influence of the 
k | | ame 


Anme fal and A Religion; and to excite = 
us to uſe Means for our own Preſerva- 
"tion, ir will not, I hope, be an impto- 
r Diſcharge of that Duty, which 1 am this 
1 perform, if inſtead of in- 
. ng on other Matters, which may ſeem 
— rally to relate to the Occaſion of the 
= Solemnity, I ſet my {elf to conſider the 
of this Objection, and enquire how far 
it can or ought to influence any of the Conſul- 
-- tations or Reſolutions of the Legiſlature for 
the Security of our ann Religion and | 
Government. 
And becauſe the Judgment we form on this 
Point muſt in a great meaſure depend. on the 
Reſolution of a general Queſtion concerning the 
'Lawfalneſs of ufing Force in matters of Reli- 
gion, I ſhall therefore endeavour to do what 
Propoſe in the following Method... 
I. Iſhall lay before you, as well as I am a- 
ble, a true State of the Controverſy concerni 
' the uſe of Force in matters of Religion, ma 
ſome Account of the ſeyeral erroneous Opi- 
nions advanc'd on this Subject, and the Rea- 
Tons of them. This will, I hope, make it pret- 
ty eaſy. 

d diſcorer the Truth on the ſeveral 
Points that ariſe, and anſwer the principal Ob- 
jections that have been made againſt it. And 
when in this way we come to have the whole 
Matter — before us, I ſhall-then,, 

„ a 4 E eral Doctrine to our parti- 
er to form ſome J udgment of 
the 


| 6 8 | 
the ſeveral Methods —— the thonphs1on, 
to ſecure : our t happy Conſtitutimm in 
Ono ca and S TATA from any r with 
which it maybe throatnad by haſe uhale faſſe 
Principles in n _— nec 
mies to it. 12170 5 | 
I. In en a clergy 2 & . 
verſy, we are to obſerve, chat as. different. O- 
pinions and Practices ——ůů— al- 
moſt as ancient as the Chriſtian Roligion it ſelf, 
ſo, ever ſince the Ohriſtian Religion has been 
khe Religion of States and Empires, almoſt all 
Parties — diſcover'd a ſtrong ion co 
uſe Force agaiuſt thoſe Who differ fromthem; 
and becauſe eis natural for thoſe ho uſe Force 
to endeavour to juſtiſię their Actions on ſome 
Principle, and for -thoſe-who ſuffer umder fit 
+0 complain of ſuch us cruell and un- 
reaſonable, hence it has dome to paſs that che 
ion concerning the Lawfulneſs of uſing 
Force in Matters of Religion, has been form- 
ny Ages the Subject of great Debates among 
Chriſtians. - In the Management of which, ſe- 
veral Men having taken ſevetal Ways of ex- 
plaining themſelves, it has happened that ma- 
ny, even of thoſe who own the ſame general 
Concluſion, are in reality af very different and 
even oppoſite Opinions. 
To underſtand theſe: different Opinions and 
he + Grounds of chem, Twill-be mecaſſary:Far- 
ther to * . 1 
x. That by Force in Queſtiog;is meant 
all ſort of Goertion or temporal 3 
whic 


1 6. CE . - 3 
Which may be threatned or inflicted on Ac- 
count of any religious Action or Opinion. 


Now beeauſe theſe Punifhments may differ ve- 


ry much in the Kind and Degree of Evil they 
Ping on the Sufferers ; becauſe ſome may affe 

Men's Lives, others their Liberty, others their 
Fortune, and others may extend only to re- 
rain; or deprive them of the Liberty of wor- 


ſhippirg God in their own Way; a Queſtion 


bere ariſes, about which the Favourers of Force 
differ from one another, as well as from thofe 
who declare univerſally againſt it, Whether it 
de lawful in Matters of Religion to make uſe 
of Capital or other heavy Puniſhments, or 
only of ſome Neſtraints and lower Penalties, 


which have uſually been known by the Name 


of moderate and wholeſome Severities? 


2. Another Queſtion of equal Importance 


ariſes concerning the Perſon who is to uſe this 
Force. All lawful Uſe of Force does ſuppoſe 
a Right or moral Power in ſome Perſon or 
Perſons to exerciſe and apply it. Now in a 
State where the * Magiſtrate is Chriſtian, tis 
poſſible to conceive this Power of uſing Force 
placed in the Hand either of the Governours 
of the Chriſtian Society, or of the Civil Pow- 
er. If it be ſuppoſed Originally in the Go- 
vernours of the Chriſtian Society, then, as tlie 


8 — * — => * 


2 * Note, The Term Magiſtrate is often uſed to fignifie the 
Perſon or Perſons wha are veſted only with the Executive 
Power; but in this: Diſcourſe 'tis almoſt every where: uſed to 


ſigaifie the Supreme Power, as well Legiſlative ds Exteutive. [| 
B Chriſtian 
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10) 
Chriſtian Society it ſelf, ſo this Power 4100 muſt 
be by Divine Appointment. But if it be ſup- 
! in the Civil Power, it may be conceiy d 
to ariſe either from particular Divine Appoint- 
ment, if it be the Will of God, that in this, 
as in other Caſes, the Magiſtrate be his Miniſ- 
ter, 4 Revenger to execute W/ rath upon, bim 
that doth EY. or from the Nature of his 
Office, as Head of the Civil Society. Here 
then the Queſtion is, Whether this Right of 


| wo, Force be originally in the Governours 
Pr 


e Chriſtian. Society, or in the Civil Ma- 
Ge ? and if in the latter, whether it be ia 
onſequence of a particular Divine Appoint- 


ment, or of the ern Ne of. his Office? 


And, 

3. Becauſe many religious. Opinions and 
Practices, beſides the Reſpect they have to the 
Chriſtian. Law, may be conſider d as having 
ſome Influence. on the Peace and Welfare of 
Civil Society, there ariſes here a third Que- 
tion, as conſiderable as either of the Former, 
Whether, to juſtiſie the Uſe of Force, we are 
to conſider the Opinions and Practices, to re- 
ſtrain or puniſh which it is apply d, merely as 
Errors in Religion, or as beſide and excluſiye 
of this they may be prejudicial to the publick 
Peace and Security of the State? 
© * Theſe three are the principal Points which 
have ariſen on this Controverſy; and the gif- 
*ferent Concluſions Men have come to on each 
of them, do and muſt occaſion a great Variety 


in r manner of l the general Do- 


ctrine 


( xx ) 
ring," as will ſ6on appear by, a ſhort 2 
of thoſe 'Methodsof laining' it, which are 
moſt"retharkable, and hape made any Fig 
in the World. nee 7 27 ofl 
© Among hes the gilt wu be confided: is 
Church of Nome, who have on all 
Occaſions, thats the greateſt Uſe of Force; 
and are very and unteſer d in aſſertin 
rhe Lawfuldets Sof e de fle | 
Nowy the Opinion u ef chat Church 75 in 
. 6f the Points propo 
ec, but with regard to the other they expreſs 
themſelves commonly with more Art and Ob- 
feurity; they clearly maintain hot only tlie 
Lawfulneſs, but the Neceſſity of uſing Tem- 


poral, even Capital Puniſhments in Cafes of 


Hereſy conſiuer d merely as in Offence a: 
gainſi the Chriſtian Law; but they are not 
equally clear in determining who has the 7 
of inſſicting theſe Puniſuments. 

n Words indeed they place the power of 
Puniſhing, at leaſt Capitally, in the Civil Ma- 
giſttate: But if the matter be conſidered with 
any Attention, it will ſoon appear, that the 
Right of inflicting even Capital Puniſhments, 
in caſes of Hereſy, is really accordibg to their 
Ptinciples in the Rulers and Governours of 
the Church; becauſe to them is reſervd the 
Right of judging finally what is Hereſy,” and 
eonſequently--in-what Caſes Capital Puniſh- 
ments are to be inflicted. And when they de- 
liver any Perſon over to the Magiſtrate, tis 
not left to his Choice whether he'll Execute 
1 . B 2 him 


ed is cheat and undoubt- 


® 4 4 * 2 
4 hw E 4.1 DF. 


1 


* 
* "| 
5 
M*. 

- « | 
22 
12 
oY 
; 
4 
3 
= 
: 
4 
LY 
4 
4 
4 7 
52 
. 
9 
I 
Y 
q b 
| : 
48 
'eF 
*o 
5 
yo " 
f 

| * 
- * 
a 


a 


e 


— 
wn 


2 wet And ict 
E 


1 


. 5 
bim-or no; be muſt do it, tho? be has given 
him a ſafe Conduct: If he does not, according, 
to che true Principles of the Church of Rome, 
be is to be Excommunicated and Pnniſſid, 
if a ſubordinate Magiſtrate; if a Prince, to be 
gepos d, and his Subjects to he abſolv d from 
— Allegiance and armd againſt him as a 
avourer of Hereticks. This is really the 
ttue ſtate of the Caſe upon the Laws of the 
Church of Rome at this time in being, and 
their Practice has always auſwerd . 
they had Power. | 
But tho we gonſider the Queſtion on a foot 
more fayourable to the Rights af Princes, it 
will not make any great Alteration in the Caſe: 
ſor even they who do not ow that. the Go- 
vernouts of the Church have any Coerrove 
_ Pawer,over Kings and Princes, yet generally 
maintain it to be their Duty to extirpate He- 
reſy which yet is to be judg d of not by them 
hut the Church; ſo — really in boch Caſes 
the Magiſtrate, if he does his Duty; is their 
Alen and Executionar; with this. Diffe, 
rence,..that in the, former. Caſe, they can by 
ore Ape bim, in the latter, they cannot᷑: 
ut neither in one Caſe nor the other has he 
the liberty of julging, or if he does his 2 
af Acting, and. conſequently the Right, the 
moral, Power of puniſhing, is ou theſe Prin- 
ciples no more in him, chan the Power of 
Lite and Death with us is in the Officer wha 
is. to-take care of rhe Execution of publick 
Viet, 1 74131 ; 
tg | rn | However, 


( 13.) 
| However, in Words they 
Mags iſtrate with this Power, and they may ſafe+ 
] s it as long as they reſerve to themſelves 
che Right of ju of judging what is Hereſy. 1 
This Right, they ſay, is by divine Appoint- 
ment veſted in the Church, to whom Chriff 
has given an infallible Judgment in all Mat- 
ters of Faith, 4 Power to make new Laws, 


or, which is much the ſame thing, to inter- 


pret the old ones, the Power alſo of the Keys 
and of binding and Jooſimg, whereby they can 


excommunicate and cut offi thoſe, who in any 


Point reſuſe to ſubmit to their Authority, 
from the Chriſtian Society. 

And they who are thus cut off, they ſay, 
ought to be puniſhed with corporal Puniſh- 


ments, the Deſign of which is firſt, to re. | 


form, and bring them back to a right Faith 
and Mind; and ſecondly, if this cannot be done, 
if they eicher will hot confeſs their Hereſy, 
or are Obfiinate in the Defence of it, or re- 
lapſe into it, (in all which Caſes, they ſay. 
there is no Hope of their Reformation) 
then they are to be puniſhed in order to their 
Deſtrudt ion, to cut them off from this World, 
as Bellarmine moſt uncharitably expreſſes 
i, to ſend them quickly to their own Place. 
To prove the Right of puniſhing Corporally 
in order to Reformation, they inlil often on 
the Wonds of the Text, — — to come 


— — — — — 


unn. 


8 Mittere illos maturè in ſuum locum. Bellar. Controy. 
Tom, 1. Contr. 5, 1.3, c. 22. p. 1951, 
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in, which they, following the Authority of 
St. Auſtin, explain ſo, as to favour the greateſt 
Severities, Fines, Impriſonment, Dragooning, 
Baniſhment, every thing but Death, which can- 
not be inflicted with this Deſign: They argue 
alſo from the Nature of their Office, whieh they 
ſay neceſſarily requires their having a Power 
of Coercion, as well as of Direction: They 
magnify the Uſefulneſs of ſuch Severities, to 
make Man con der. Hereticks, they ſay, are 
Proud and Opinionated, Headſtrong, Violent, 
and Factious, and therefore tis proper to treat 
them 1 to bring them to a better 
Mind, to oblige them to lay aſide their Preju- 
dices, and lend an Ear to thoſe Arguments, 
which, if duly conſider d, would undoubtedly 
lead them to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, 
i e. of their Opinions : nd laſtly, they inſiſt 
on the good Effects theſe Methods have had 
in converting Numbers who have been in Er- 
ror, and bringing them back to the Boſom of 
the Catholick Church: n 
As to the Power of inflicting the greateſt, 
even Capital Puniſhments on thoſe, who are 
Incorrigible; That they endeavour to prove 
by ſeveral Arguments from Scripture, Reaſon, 
and Authority. Wa ne eee ene 
They argue from the Command of God to 
the f People of Iſael, to put to Death thoſe 
who went after other Gods, and the Prophets 


— — — — — — — 
1 


-+ Deut. xiii. & alibi, | 
alſo 


( 35.) 
| alſo who encouraged them to do ſo: Th 
produce ſeveral Inſtances in the Old Tefta- 
ment of godly; Kings who deſtroy'd' the Wor- 
ſhippers of falſe Gods, and were approv'd by 
God in doing ſo. And: tho' in the whole New 
Teſtament they can find no poſitive Argument 
in Favour of this Opinion, yet they attempt 
to collect many Appearances: They ſay, that 
Cyhriſt and his Apoſtles compare Hereticks to 
ſuch Things as ought to be deſtroy'd with Fire 
and Sword, to V olbes, to Thieves and Rob- 
bers, and to a Canter They urge allo the 
Example of Chriſt; who whipp'd the Money- 
Changers out of the Temple; of St. Peter, 
who ſiruct Ananias and Sapphira dead; and of 
St. Paul, who ſtruck Elymas with Blindneſs : 
They inſiſt alſo on what St. Paul ſays to the 
Galatians : I would they were even cut o 
that trouble uu "1108995 
. To theſe Arguments from Scripture, they 
add others drawn from Reaſon. They argue 
from the Greatneſs of the Crime of Hereſy, 
which therefore, ſince other leſs Crimes are 
puniſhed capitally, ought much rather to be 
ſo: They ſay that temporal Death is a leſs 
Puniſhment than Excommunication ; and ſince 
this greater Puniſhment may be inflicted in 
Caſes of Hereſy, there is, they ſay, no doubt 
but one in it ſelf leſs may be us'd on the ſame 
Account: Beſides, all the good Ends of Pu- 
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niſhment 
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vided that bad Men thould not infect the good; 
by the Puniſhment of a few, many may be i 


in- 
fluenc'd to reform; nay, the Puniſhment is 
further faid to be ufeful ro thoſe who ſuffer 
it, becauſe it hinders them from increaſing 
their Guilt, and conſequently their Damna- 
_ tion, by | | 

all other Punithments have been try'd'in vain, 
this, they fay, which is the 
may and ought to be uſed. 


of the Church of Rowe endeayour to eſtabliſh 
their Doctrine, and to confirm theſe, they in- 
ſiſt on the Authority of the Fathers, of many 
Conſtitutions of Emperots, of the Decrees of 
Popes and Councils. And thus they have 


eſtabliſhed religious Cruelty on a moſt ſure 


Foundation; by reſerving ro themfelves the 
final Judgment in all Cafes, they can make 


whatever Opinion they pleaſe Hereſy; and 


this Con ſider d as an Offence 
ſtian Law, is to be puniſh 
even capital Punifſhments. 


8 the Chri- 


unhappily agreed with them. Some have even 
maintain d a Caerciue Power over the Prince, 
if he refuſes to extirpate a falſe Religion. 
Others, who do not go ſo far, yet ſay that 
the Prince is oblig d in Duty to execute their 
Sentences. The only difference then between 
them and the Church of Rome, in this Point, 


1 


niſhment are, according to them, anſw er d by 
theſe luflictions; for by this Means tis pro- 


perſiſting in their Here ſy; and, ſince 
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. Theſe are the Arguments by which thoſe 
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with temporal 
In this Doctrine ſeveral proteſtants have 
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is, that they do not think the ſame DoQtines 

true, nor the ſame Perſons Hereticks ; byr'thole 
Doctrines they think to be tru they would 

: fain orce Men to believe, and thoſe who refuſe 
to believe them or belieye the oppoſice 
trines, the haye actually held to deſerve Deat. 
and have doom'd them to ſuffer it: And ther 
fore as to their Opinion concerning the Uſẽ + | 
Pad in Matters of Religion, the do in all 
Nhts agree with thoſe: of 3 Ghurch of Nome. | 

e next Opinion ary our Notice, is 
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Power, he fays, is UVniver/al and Abſolute 


i all Caſes, only that the Ciyil Power cannot 


Jecree againſt the Being of God or his Provi- 
dence: But as to the Manner of his Worſhi , 
105 Magiſtrate's Power he holds to be ſo abſo- 
lute, that if he commanded the People to wor- 
ſhip, him under Images, and bodily Repreſen- 
tations, they ought to obey. | 
In a Chriſtian Common- wealth indeed, he 
ſays, the Magiſtrate ought not to forbid the 
Belief in Zeſus Chrift as the Meſſiah; and there- 
fore; dhould he do this, the People are not to 
obey, but to ſuffer Martyrdom. But in all 
hings elſe, even the moſt neceſſary Points in 
he Chriſtian Religion, he aſſerts an abſolute 
Riche in him to give Laws, and a correſpon- 


= 


* 


dent Obligation on the whole Society, aclive. 


ly to obey his Injunctions: And tis plain he 
dogs. it in ſuch a Way as to make the Profeſ- 


fian and Practice of the Chriſtian Religion en- 


tirely to depend on the Magiſtrate, not only 


8 to the manner of profeſſing, bur really as to 


its being profeſſed or no; which appears from 
hence, that he places in him the Power of de- 
termining the Canon of Scripture, and alſo the 
en Right of interpreting it; both which veſt 
him with a compleat Power of 95 4 Laws 
to the Chriſtian Society; the former directly; 


the latter, by neceſſary Conſequence; for 
Whoever has an abſolute Right of interpreting 
Laws, does really give Laws, ſince his Inter- 
pretations, whether they be thought agreeable 


0 


Fs 7. „ 
to the Laws or no, muſt be the Rule of Mens 
Profeſſions and Actions. | 
_ To obviate the Difficulty which atiſes from 
the Difference thete may be between the De⸗ 
ciſion of the Magiſtrate in Matters of Reli- 
gion and Mens private Judgment, he diſtin- 
guiſhes between Mens inward Opinions, and 
their outward Profeſſions and Actions; and 
whatever Liberty may be allow'd with re- 
ſpect to the Fornier, to private Judgment, he 
Jays poſitively there is none as to the Latter, 
but that Chriſtians muſt profeſs and act in 
every Point, except that ſingle one of beliey- 
ing Chriſt to be the Meſſiab, according to the 
Will of the Civil Power; for which ke aſſigns 
this Reaſon, That they who enter into Soci- 


ety do transfer all the Right, which they can 


transfer, to the Supreme Civil Power: . Andthis 


Right he ſays, is transferable, as well as that of 


directing their other Actions, becauſe in a State 
of Nature, Mens Opinions and Practices in Re. 
ligion depend on their own private Judgment: 


And that ſuch a Power ought to be exercis'd, 
he further proves from the Inconveniencies 


that would follow to the State, either from the 
People's profeſſing different Opinions and fol- 
lowing different Practices in Religion, each ac- 
cording to their own Judgments, or from their 
being in theſe Matters under any other Direc« 
tion than that of the Civil Magiſtrate. _ 

If theſe Principles be true, tis manifeſt that 
the Uſe of Force in Matters of Religion, nay, 

eyen of Capital e is juſtifiable. For 

e er ee 


where-ever 
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where-eyer the Civil Magiſtrate, as much, and 
by. the general Nature of bis: Office, has a po-. 
er do command, there he has Power by Force 
to procure Obedience to bis Commands, or to 
nſh Diſobedience ; and the Kind and Degree 
of Puniſhment miſt be proportion'd to the Na- 
re and Quality of the Offence ; of which 
ner he i the oe en 'as paw be may ue 


any Kind or 1 of Force in this, as in an) 
ot er Caſe, And ſince the Right the Magiſtrate 
Nn d to have to give Laws in Matters of 
Keligion is founded on this, that a Liberty of 
Profeſſion or Practice in Religion muſt always 
be. prejudicial to the publick Peace, tis plain 
_ that the Errors of Men in theſe Points, i. e. in 
other ords, their Sentiments different. from 
thoſe eſtabliſt' d ty the Cruil Power, are not 
eonſider'd here under the Notion of Offences 
againſt the Chriſtian Law, but as having an 

evil Influence on the Peace of Society. | 
The Sum then of Mr. Hobbes's Principles is 
this, The ſupreme Magiſtrate, as Head of the 
Society, and not by any particular Appoipt- 
ment of God, has a Right to direct the Rel. 
gion of the State, what Poctrines are to be 
0 85 „what Practices follow'd; to theſe 
Directions the People are oblig'd to give Obe- 
dience; if not, he may by Force exact it, and 
puniſh the Obſtinate, even with Capital Papilh- 
ments. And the Reaſon of inflicting theſe Pu- 

niſhments is nat becauſe the differing Doctrines 
205 Practices are Errors, in Religion, which - 
affect the Eternal Salvation of thoſe gyro 
8 | | lere 
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Efe on the Cavit rate. | 

I What has ech feld of theſs two'Optaivid 
de well apprehended, wil be no\difficale Mas- 
ter tö forin à Notion of all the others which 
fiyour an unreaſonable Uſe of Force in Mat- 
8 ion; for everq ond of them, when 
| hly Scartityd, | appear to tbe nos 
think mite than bne vr other of rhiefe -Opi- 


nions, with ſome planſi 


4 leſs odiviiyaridexceptiondble; 
ver aſſerts che 'Lawfuhieks of . uſing 


Forte in Matters of Religion,” muſt place the 
Right of uſing it either in the Governouts f 


the Church or The Mapiſtihee : But then Wer. 


AS theſe two Hypotheſes maintain an autre 


Power both of commanding and pan poniſhing, v- 
n 


The Church of Rome clin an abfelare' Au. 


chers content rhethſelyes with aſſerric 
ru ne. 


thority over the Conſcienee in Matters of 
2 * inſtead of this — aſſert —— Terms 
indefinite, but then they aſſert it with Reſpect 
to the ſame Things, and in the ſame Senſe, 
— 4 in ſuch a Manner as to maintain an equal 


% — on all 'Men to obey, and a Right 


Force in caſe of Dilcbedience ; they do 


Abd indeed hold the Chureh to he infallible, but 
— 5 hold it to have an Authority in —— 
Faith, to Which private 
e the. 550 60 bd the table: — 
Her enſures, a to Nears 
e, 


bee ch them, but beeauſe key! awe Boil 


ible Licmitations to make | 


—W oo — © IS . 


Now 


" 
C, 
2 
% 
5 
4 
-% 
*. 
7 
* 
g 
1 
"I 
"2 
90 
4 
1 
». 
2 
» , 
Ay 
; * 
a 
o 
1 
[5 
5 * 
a * 4 
8 
1 
1 
9 
1 
3 
"= 
4 
11 
41 
: 
id 
4 
L. 
| 
- \ 5 
£ 4 
bs 
; 
3 a 


„ 40 — 


(22) 55 
Now if by the Authority of the Church in 
Matters of Faith, they mean either that the 
Church is 2 good and authentick. Witneſs of 
Facts, or au Faterpreter of the Chriſtian Laus 
to whoſe Deciſions private Perſons ought to 
have areſpeftful Deference, where their own 
Judgment does not clearly contraditt them, 
there is nothing in this, but what may and ought 
to be allow'd, and one or both of theſe muſt 
be the Meaning of theſe Words in our Article: 
But neither of theſe Senſes will ſerve their 
Turn, becauſe the Judgment of the Church is 
not according to either of them concluſeve on 
the Conſcience of a private Man. And beſides 
there muſt of Neceſſity be ſome Legiſlative or 
Judicial Authority, where- ever there is a Pow- 
er of Coercion; and conſequently if there be 
either originally in the Church, or in the Ma- 
giſtrate following their Inſtructions, a Power 
to puniſh any for Errors in Faith, there muſt 
be a Power to determine Authoritatively in 
| Matters of Faith, and the Scheme is Nonſenſe 
without it: This Hypot he ſis therefore falls in 
directly with the Romiſh, only with this diffe- 
rence, that they maintaining an infallible Spi- 
rit in the Church, are really the leſs abſurd of 
the two; for to puniſh a Man for not follow- 
ing and obeying a Guide, who, they ſay, can- 
not poſſibly err, is certainly more reaſonable 
than to puniſh him for not following one who 
may err, and conſequently miſlead him 
Io avoid the Difficulties of this Opinion, 
others limit the Authority of the Church yet 
Ne further - 


2 ( 23 ) 

further; to Matters of Diſcipline and Publick 
Worſhip; concetning which, they lay, the Go- 
yernours of the Church have at all times a Right 
to make Laws and Conſtitutions, to which the 


whole Chriſtian Society ought to give Obe- 


dience; and thoſe who do nor, the Magiſtrate, 


they Ys is bound to puniſh and reſtrain, be- 
ing in this, as in other Matters, '#he Miniſter 
of God, a Revenger to execute Wrath on thoſt 


who do Evil, in diſobeying the Injunctions f 


_ Thoſe who have Power and Authority from 
Chrift to make ſuch Appointments.” - #7 


Now if in afferting this Authority they went 


no further than to fay, that every National 
Church has a Right, pl 


public religious Actions, to make ſuch Ap- 
pointments as they think convenient and agree- 


able to the Chriſtian Law, and that to theſe all 


private Chriſtians ought to ſubmit, unleſs the) 
are under a full and ſettled Perſuaſion of Mind, 


that by ſo doing they ſhall offend God, and 


do what their Conſcience tells them is unlaw- 
ful; if, I ſay, they went no further than this, 
there would be nothing in their Aſſertions but 
what is true and reaſonable: But ſince they 
aſſert an Authority in the Church to require 
Obedience in theſe Matters, even in Oppoft- 
tion to the Dictates of private Conſcience, (and 
ſuch an Authority they muſt aſſert in order to 
eſtabliſi the Lawfulneſs of uſing Force) tis 
plain that they alſo fall into the Romiſh Prin- 


Ciples ; they aſſert an abſolute Right in the 


Church 


urch! or the Preſervation of 
Order and the decent regular Performance of 
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Church to. command in-certain Mett fers, aud in 
the Magiſtrate as the Miniſter of God, to, ve 
Men to obey, or 10 panilh their L 


I F 


And. 
ods they who derive the Right o TEN 


Force from the ng of the ag 5 
one way or other fall in with fe. i 
Principles, ſo they who place this Ee Mr 

2 . we fall in with tho 
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has an 4 — Right tp Fear 


Profeſſions and Practice in all the walt ect 
tial Points in Chriſtian e 975 

one of — Chriſt's being. «ol 
in all Points of maral V __ 
Men think te be, as it 


Power, and therefore _ 5 


what — — po. to be 


may oblige them not to profeſs 
een cer to 2 
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ts. with that manner of Worthip 


which ey be | 
thinks fir to int; and in Caſe they ret eme, 
r by Force to 9 or pu- 


he has à Rig 
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300 


Se the. ly Difference berween theſe 


oſe of Mr. Hobbes . is, this, 


Mg to as many Caſes as the other; 


ſert 4 Power equally. abſolute 
Mens. Profeſligas, 2nd Adore in On Oppoſition 
to; their own ent and Con And 
P feet. U 

I nity in Mens re 
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lick Peace, and Welfare of the Ciyi 5 | 


Parties in Religion, they, ay, Joon became 
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not co exert it ſelf with Vigour, 105 Fo 


| where-ever BP in any great Number 
from the Religion of the State; They alſq 


Publick Good. This, they ſay muſt os 
er 


when an unbounded Toleration has been 
lowid; and it cannot, they ſay, be otherwiſe 
becauſe all e are zealous. both tg to gai 
Proſely tes, and to n their F Py, 
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"reſtrain t em, and this they ſay, thi Mſtrate 
has as 1 55 Right to do, as he has 00 ove 
NMules for their other external Actions, and to 


= the Breach of them ; he may give Laws | 


limit their Moral Behaviour, and conſe- 


od is concern'd in both: And to gbviare 


— Differ Which ariſes from hence, that 


e Comttiagd of the Magiſtrate cannot alt 
dgments, they dae Nees wich 
iſtinction, which Mr. Hobbes * 


den Mens Opinions and Mons, the fot- 


797 the Magiſtrate does nor med- 
ms reg: 7 them rg to themſelves; 
their ford: 2 are his Care, theſe he 


not and 'ought” to reſtrain, and thoſe who will 


y bim, he! may pu miſh, as he does other 


are me Fo rigcipal Limitations, — 
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ſtrain and compel them to come in. 


Others go yet lower, they are for leaving, 
Men in all other Reſpects free from Pen; ties. 


- = 


on Account of their Religion, but v re- 


ſtrain them from worſhipping Cod, in that 
Way which they think beſt; and this ſome 


hold to be neceſſary, to prevent the Growth 
of a falſe Religion; others, to avoid the In+ 
conveniencies which the Toleration of diffe- 

rent Religions may produce to the State. 
Thus, you ſee, how by limiting in a diffe- 
rent Manner one or other of the two firſt men- 
tioned Hypotheſes, Men have formed to them - 
ſelves, various Schemes of Notions concęrn- 


ing the Uſe of Force in Matters of Religion; 


but thus far they all agree that ſome Force 
may lawfully be uſed either by the Church 
or the Magiſtrate, to reſtrain or puniſh; Errors 
in Religion, either as Offences againſt the 
_ Chriſtian Law, or as having an evil Influence 
on the Peace and Welfare of Civil Societies. 

On the other Hand, ſome modern, Enthyſi- 
aſts, particularly many of the Anabaptzfts in 


Germany at the Beginning of the Reforma» 


tion, and orhers in our Neighbouring, Rigg 
dom, in a late Time 5 aſion, following 
| OY 


herein 


with Death; they therefore contend only 
for {ome lower Sorts of Puniſhments 5 which | 
they ſpeciouſly term Moderate and Whoteſome 
Severities; nor do they care for allowing 
even theſe to be uſed as Puniſhments, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, but as Means to make Men; 
conſider, and by this uſeful Violence to con- 
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(128); 
herein the Opinion of the Zealots among the 

Fer, and probably of ſome of the Gnoftick 
Hereticks, maintain'd that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſet them free from all Obligation to 
obey any other King or Law-giver than CHriſt 
- himſelf; that therefore as it was not lawful 
for a Chriſtian to be a Magiſtrate, or to inflict 
any corporal Puniſhments on Chriſtians, ſo 
neither was it incumbent on Chriſtians to 
give them'any Obedience, nay, that as Sub- 
jects of Chriſfs Kingdom they were. oblig'd not 
to obey them. Chriſt Fefus, they ſaid, had 
ſer them free, and all human Laws, all Exer- 
ciſe of Civil Power, muſt one Way or other af- 
fect their Chriſtian Liberty, and bring them 
into Subjection to another Power, than that of 
their King 2 Jeſus, to which therefore 
they held themſelves bound not to ſubmit. 
 *Tis very eaſy to ſee how abſurd theſe Prin- 
ciples are, that they tend to deſtroy all Order, 
all Government, all Peace and Society amongſt 
Men: And therefore without taking any fur- 
ther Notice of them, I proceed to the ſecond 
Thing propos d, | 1 
II. To diſcover the Truth on the ſeveral 
Points that ariſe in this Controverſy, and an- 
ſwer the principal Objections, that have been 
made againſt it. e e e 


Here then, ſince from what has been ſaid, 
it appears, that all Opinions and Practices in 
Religion may be conſider d either with Reſpect 

to the Chriian Law, or with Reſpect to the 

Infinence they may have on the Civil State, th 1 

a | - TH e th | „ mo 


( 29; ) 
moſt" natural way of diſcovering the Truth in 
this whole - Controverſy, will be to conſider 
them diſtinctly in each of theſe Reſpects, and 
ſhew what, Power the Church or the Magi- 
ſtrate has on either Account, to uſe any, and 
what Force to reſtrain or puniſh thoſe whoſe 
Opinions and Practices in Religion differ from 
thoſe which have receiv'd any publick or na- 
tional Eſtabliſhment. 5 5 
No if we conſider Mens Opinions and 
Practices in Religion with Reſpect only to 
the Chriſtian Law, tis moſt evident that aeither 
the Governours of the Chriſtian Church, nor 
the Civil Magiſtrate have any Right, to uſe 
any fort of Force to reſtrain or puniſh them. 
The Governours' of the Chriſtian Church 
have in no Caſe a Right to uſe temporal 
Force or Coercion; that memorable Declara- 
tion of our bleſſed Saviour, My Kingdom is 
not of this World, plainly cuts off all Pretence 
to it: And fince they have not a Right them- 
ſelves to uſe Force, tis plain they cannot have 
a Right to command or oblige the Magiſtrate 
to ule it, for this is in Effect the ſame Thing 
| as to have the Power of uſing it themſelyes. 
| Nor can it be pretended, rhat-4he Chriſtian ' 
8 — Magiſtrate has in theſe Matters any origi- 
nal Right to uſe Force of Coercion: For ei- 
ther this Right muſt ariſe from the Nature of 
Magiſtracy in general, or it muſt be ſome pe- 
euliar Privilege to which he is intitled by 
being at the ſame Time a Magiſtrate and a 
| Chriſtian. Now it cannot be the Former, . 
2 2 0 
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ower with which the Magiſtrat 


canſt-all P eas 


ſuch, is veſted is, and muſt be limited to the 


Concerns of the Civil Society, and therefore 
does not extend to puniſh any Offences againſt) 


che Chriſtian Law, when, as the Caſe is now 


put, they do not affect the publick Welfare; 
nor can this be the particular Privilege of the 


Chriſtian Magiſtrate, becauſe tis plain that 


Chriſt vc ſus has no where veſted him with it. 
And, as it is in Fact certain, that neither 
the Church nor the Magiſtrate have a Power 
to uſe any Force or Coercion on Account of 
any Opinions and Practices in Religion, con- 
fiderd as Offences againſt the Chriſtian Law; 
ſo is it in Point of Reaſon abſurd that they 


_ + ſhould have any ſuch Power. 


For the only good End of fuch Severities, 
muſt be to reclaim; Men from their Errors; 
and in Order to this, an Alteration of Judg- 
ment, an inward Conviction of the Mind is 

lainly neceſſary : Now this cannot be wrought 

y external Force or Compulſion ; Racks and 


 Torments may indeed extort from thoſe who 


are not able to bear up againſt the Extremity 
of Pain and Anguiſh; an outward Profeſſion. 


of any thing however falſe or extravagant; 


and thoſe which are ſpeciouſſy term'd who/e- 
ſome Severities, may make Men Hypocrites, 


- and tempt them to diſſemble their Opinions: 


But neither one nor the other, can-make any 


done a true Convert, becauſe they cannot make 


him believe that true, which he thinks to be 
falſe, or think that Practice innocent, or agree: 
= Þ = . 
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ion and Conſcience tells him is not ſp. 
Nor does it avall any thing to 


8 to be inflicted 


y -on'thoſe 
who are not -frcere, but on vil-Motives ag 


here to miſtaken and heretical Opinions: For 


it being iwpoſſible for Man, who knows not 
the Heart, to diſt certainly! between a 
Protence and a Reality, tis manifeſt that if a 
Right of Fanee be at all allow'd, it muſt 
be allow d equally to all with Reſpect to all, 
F W e. every one ho differs from another, as 
has the Power of the 


other, Tug Account of this Difference. 
As this, confidering the Differences 


Which actually ſubſiſd: among/Ohriſtians, muſt 


introduce the wdeſt and moſt univerſal Con- 
fuſion, ſo can it not be in the whole for the 


that Truth and Power always ys go tog agether. 
Fer . <8 thinks 2 
on true, has, b Principles, a 
puniſh thoſe: bc a differ — him; . 
impoſſible to allou this Liberty'xotone Prines 
of one Religion, in one Country, and not: al- 
low it to every Prince, of every Nan 
in every Chriſtian Country under Heaven. 
To ſay with St. Auſtin and the Church * 
Nome, that tis lawful for the Cburr to 
cute Hereticks, but that it is not ſo for ert. 


ticks to perſecute the Church; or, which a- 


mounts 


ä able-co the WI of God, which duis o Ren- . 
| eee 
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equal Right, if he has 
Lickery in his Hands, to make War on every 
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Advantage of Truth; unleſs we fhould ſüp- 
poſe, whar is contrary: to Fact and Experience, 
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” mounts much to the ſane thing, that the Ma- 


fling the true Religion, may uſe 


8 profe 

againſt a falſe one, tho that has hot a 
Right to the ſame Privilege, is plainly abſurd. 
For there being no common Superior on Earth, 
to whoſe Judgment all Parties are, or think 
themſelves bound abſolutely to ſubmit, e 
Church, every Sect muſt 5 will take tho 
Opinions to be true; and thoſe. Practices to be 
agreeable to the Word of God, which they hint 
to: be ſo: They therefore will each account 
themſelves the true Church, and eſteem thoſe 
who differ from them to be fo far Erroncous 
or Heretical, according to the Nature or Im- 
portance of the Points in difference between 
them; and conſequently à Right in the true 
Church, or in the Magiſtrare profefſing the 
true Religion, to uſe Force againſt a falſe one, 
is a Right in every Church, every Sect, every © | 
Magiſtrate, ave. Wnt Religion in avy 
given Manner, to uſe it againſt every other; 
. whether it be in the whole for the Ad. ; 

| e of true Chriſtian Religion, let any rea- 
ſonable Man, who conſiders the preſent State 
of Chriſtendom, judge. Nothing certainly can 
be in it ſelf more wild and extravagant; nor 
was there ever any Practice more deſtitute of 
even a plauſible Foundation, either in Reaſon 
or Scriptute, than that of propagating Religion 
by Force, and converting thoſe: who ate in Er- 
ror, by the Fear of * Or other en 
* ei 21 Tet 
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Effect che Big ate of a very different kind : 
Calm "Reaſoning,” Perfuaſion, explaining out 
. own Opinions, mewing the Falſhood and Ab- 
_ furdity of other Mens; Proofs from the Holy 
Scripture, to ſhew the Conformity of our Te- 
nents. with the Chriſtian Law, and theſe pro- 
| — in the Spirit of Meekneſs, without Gall, 
Bitterneſs or Invective: Theſe are the Me- 
thods which are alone proper to be uſed for 
the Converſion of thoſe who err in Matters of 
R * 
And theſe are the only ones which Christ 
and his Apoſtler have appointed to be us d for 
this End. St. Paul us d this Method himſelf, 
and recommends it to others; he thonght it 
not fit to force Men by the Terrors of this 
World, but by laying before them the Terrors 
e the Lord to perſuade them, Knowing there- 
Pre the Terrors of the Lord, we perſuade 
Men f. In another Place he fays, the Ser- is 
vant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be gen- i 


8 
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te to all Men, apt to _— 5% 25 us 15 
n inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, | 
if Go res"; out will Nee them Repent- | 
auce to the acknowledging the Truth tf. And 9 
when the Diſciples of CHriſt, James and 7obh n, 

ſeeing that the Samaritans did not receive 1 
him, ſaid, Lord, wilt thou that we command 
Fire to come down from Heaven and conſume 


— 


2 Cor. v. 11. | } 2 Tim. ii. 24, 25. 4 


E them, 


4 34 ) 
be tors d and fuss them, 


7 hem as. Elias did, 


and ſaid, ye + 46 mot, what manner of Spirit 
Je are of, for the, Son of Man is e. ro 


detroy Mens Lives but to [ave them * 
er 450 now, from ins . has been ſaid, it will 
he "ſy to diſcoyer the Weakneſs. of all the 
Ants in Favour of Force, urg d by the 
11 and others ho in this Point ares 
With them 
The Ediete. of, Emperors. and Laws of the 
Church will not, I ſuppoſe, be thought to have 
any Weight, becauſe they only ſhew what in 
Fact has been done; and if from Fact it were 
always, law ful to infer Right, every thing might 
be. roy'd to be both Right and Wrong 
$ little Weight is — in the 1 
urg d from the. Fathers: Indeed if the Queſ- 
od were put to this Iſſue, the Authorities in 
the moſt ancient and beſt eſteemed Fathers are 
againſt. them: But theſe ſigniſie little on one 
ſide or other, unleſs it could be proy'd that our 
Judgmens ought to be concluded by theirs in 
this, and conſequently in every other Point 
of the ſame Nature, which is neither true in 
it els nor will the Romani/ts allow it, where 
th if tha as the e commonly is, are Saut 


rr — — — 


„The ment drawn from the Jewiſh Law 
is plainly built on a falſe Foundation; tis in 
no Caſe 0 to lays that a Law oblig'd the 
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n 
People 6f che Fews, therefore it obiges CHE. 
d for een the ores Pare 9 85 
des not oblige, becauſc was 4 Part? 
ewiſh Law, but hecauſe it is founded fu 
eaſon and Nature, and the Divine Attrißutes, 
and is made à Part of che Chriſtfan Inftientibn. 
If then: this be fo, it is much moredevided 
that a Law which Fen Be been meerly 


Judicial, and Had its Riſe "From God's being 
Wt an extfaotdiviary manner their Kin 80 \ 
1 in a 


not to be raw into 
Stites aid us: and if the Law ot 
doeh weich Arion t, done by Rin 
or Nr old, in Conformity to that 
Tw, or 1h Obedience to ſome pareictlar « ex- 
tfsordinary Cott 1 Heaven. 
-M there is no Wei © in 
the Ares . 7 hn the Exampli of 
riß or N 4 25 - For'fitice no one wil | 
Arm, that tie Governeuts of the Church, or 
2 Chriftiary” doiftrare, have the ſame" Sort 
dr Hegree of Power which Chriſt and his A. 


o 
bel done jn Conſequence of x: exttaordi- 
_—_ Hity and miraculous Power, can juſtify the 
oy al in thoſe who are entirely defti- 


ite of it. 

aqhe Arguments drawn Form Hereticks' be- 
ing in a raphorical Senſe compar'd in Scrip- 
re to FoFves, Thieves, Robbers, and tlie like, 
is-{o- weak and trifling as Hot to deſerve any 
Confutation: And as to the two Texts that 
| oe urg d; the Words of St, Paul, I wonld they 


3 were 


had; tis impoſſible that any Action of - 


(36) 


were. even cut o War trouble you, in the O- 
pinion of the ters, and them 
of ſome of great f Varg inthe Church p 
relate to Excommunication : But Jet the. re- 
late to what they will, they contain . — 
mand, nothing but a Wiſh * b 
of; perhaps by ſome immediate Ai of Di Dine 
wer, uo troubled them. + : 
As to the Words of the Text, e, | cheme 
to come in, tis to be confider'd, 1. That they 
are a Part of a Parable, and relare- * — 8 
Circumflance of it, for. which Reaſon, a 
ing to.the known Laws of applying 22 
tis ſcarce allowable at | 
2. Tis alſo to be conſider d, . ie e n 
Neceſſity to underſtand h in the Senſe 
which favours Force an Puniſh- 
ments; nay, tis in Fact 3 ONE they 
never were underſtood in this Senſe by any 
| before St. Auſtin : And if to this we add, cher 
they in the Scripture are ſaid to cam , who 
0 by cheix Authority, or Example, or 
endeayour to influence others to do any thing, 
tho' they uſe no Force or Coaction; and that 
this Senſe is really beſt ſuited to the Nature and 
Deſign of the Parable in this Place, it ſeems 
ro be very evident, that the Compulſion here 
meant is not any external Force, but 
vehement Per ſuaſiqns and other: Endeayours, 
which * in a moral Way might wars 


5 A SY Eſtius in dec as maus in Locum, 8& 


in Gal, ii. 14. a A,. „ 47% 
woe " 4 nba. 3 


_ her ma gras et moſt I Ay | 
 Expoſitors underſtand them; au i this Senſe 
5 malt — N Rea · 
becauſe erwaxs d impoſſib e, to r. . 
concile one Part of the Scripture with the & - 3 
ther. If this Paſſage-proyes che Lawfulneſss 
of aſing Force in Matters of Religion, the o- 
ther Paſſages I have mention d fo ack: more 
plainly. proye. the contrary ; and ſo the 
tures are inconſiſtent with themſelyes, and 
e Doctrine is, acgording to them, both. true ; 
e, which is impious and abſurd. 0 4 
WMhat has been ſaid is ſufficient to thew the 
 Weaknelcof all the Arguments urg d from © 
Ser ipture ot Authoraty'tg prove the Lawful- 
aof uſing Force in Matters of Religions 
and f:zbgle fail, the (others drown. From. Rea. 
. ſon, can do little Service. * 10) 
_ - » Thongh Hereſy, be a great Crime, bh that 
Which. is often nee is really no Crime at 
all, being nothing more than a Speculative O- 
pinion different from hat is, or is accounted 
Orthodox, bur yyhether true or; falſe, does no 
Way affect Mens eternal Salvation. But he 
the Crime ever ſo great, it does not follow 
that it muſt 5 with Death, or other 
| EPA en unleſs bang bes * tis 
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6-5 Hereticks)|5;*6; 


ry dt 


' emſe the one Cuts 4 Mun off fuddentyy 


to ſuffer a 


(3). 


| evrectlivedss not, a Power in ſome Perſon in 


e; und thetefdreitoſuy, 


this manner co puniſſt 
errommuniture 


that hecauſe he Church 
Hereticks the! Magiftrars may” pu 


e een bee 
. decline 
nouncę them to be 2 Wei, de mu, fit to 
continue viſible Members of the Chriſtian So- 
cicty; and tcordingly may exclude ihm from 
ie: If i paſſing this Sentence, they proceed 
on good Gtoumds, tis certain the 5 — 
of a Perſbii excommunicated; like char of Fave 
ow Sinner, is very bad 
out Repeſitahce;/ deſperate? But then 5 — 
tot follow! fem hence, char Excomrniatiibari- 


on is 


The f may nd 


il 


he be a gtievdus and 6bſtinate Offender, dart 


dim at nee; whereas ehe other. leaFes Space 
for Repentance and Reformation. © 152 32) 


Bur the*'Excbmmunication-were thay gre chter 


Puniſhmetn it is not title chat every one . 


dom d 


deſerves A grrater Paniſhitient may! 


inflic- 


niſhment-ab0che Ear of their bei 


ell are entifely Hern 
Excomfhuffidat bn onkde'd: in ie lle s % 


Pnijſhmiedt"phrcly' Sfunt, and che etue 
Bud of it d by Way of Mifive, tü thilticiice 


Men to obey the Chriſtian Law; whereas the 
Puniſhments which the Civil Magiſtrate inſlicts, F 


are e all of a temporal Nature, and the End of 
them 


them to 
Deathz i n 1 5 31 1 oy * whe. SY 


a greater Punilſfment than Death be. 


* * 
F "I 1 — a * 1 1 G alt #._ Pen nm 1 — TO \ 


When the Natur“ of che pu · 
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them is to proſerve che puhlick Peace, and  - 2 
promgte the Welfare of the Ciyil Society.) - 
Indeed ia our Conſtitution, the Sentence of 

Excommunication is always enforced by the 
Civil Power; But the Reaſon; hereof is not, 

that Perſons excommunicate are by any im: 
mut able Lam f e, or the Chriſtian e: 

Agion, to be expos dito temporal Punifliment; 
but becauſe tis thought to be in the whole, 
for the publick Good, that thoſtz, who accord - 
ing to the Laus of tbe Church, which are 
really a Part of the Civil Cunſtitutiun, do in 
cur this Sentence, ſhould be pumiſiiec in this 
Manner, not properly as Ofenders againſi the 
Chriſtian — © —_ Perſons | who. . — 
contemn a legal uni ſdliction, or are guilty 

Crimes which deſerve ſuch —— be * 

cauſe they hurt the Civil Intereſts of Sov 


Gy, 257950800 33 25132000 ile on 
And here we perceive the Reafon why the 
Magiſtrate may puniſh 'Fheft, Adultery, Mur- 
der, and not Herefy under the preſent Deſcrip- 
as; Offences -againſt the Chriſtian Law, but as 
they are injurious to the Society: His Power, 
as a Magiſtrate, is exercis'd for this End, and 
no other, and it is chiefly converſant about 
Mens outward Actions, and meddles not with 
the inward Intention, or Diſpoſition of their 
Minds, any farther than it . — and by 
their Actions: Tis not, in it {elf poſſible that 
temporal Punifhments ſhould reach the inward 
Intentions, not is it any Way neceſſary, — 
Hi | caule 
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| ofthe Argument drawn fem the Luis 0 


122 
claim Men from their Errors; ſince it Order 


to this, an Alteration of 
_fary; ad finte this e 


not always go together, it may ha 
er 
moting, the Intereſts of true Religio 


| — tis i 
tainly, how far Men have, or have not con- 


1⁰ 


 canſe net ation food A 
is ſufflicienc for the p 


publick Good And, 
Here we may W e perceiye the Wezkbeſs 


Pu 
niſbment. For ſince the on uly g60d ud of 
puniſhing any real or ſappo Eros in Reli- 


on, by which the 2 Civil Intereſts of 
ind are no affected; muſt be to re- 


t is neceſ⸗ 
been prov'd, 
be wroughr by external Force or Compulſion; 
*cis' impoſſible that the Uſe of them in ſach 


Cafes can auſſwer any good End, unleſs it be 


4 good End of ſuch Seyerities to make Men 
Hypocrites and tempt them to ſin againſt their 


as has been obſeryed Truth and Power do 


theſe Puniſſiments may hurt, inſt pro- 


ſtead of preventing bad Mens infecting the 


good, they may binder the good from influ- 


the bad; and where Error obtains , 


0 iy be a mes "IP extremly” difficult, or it 


at theſe Purdiſhmhenits are of Uſe to 
conſider, is extreamly 
le for any Man to know cer- 


ho 2. 


fidered, or uently in what Caſes Puniſh- 
ments may be uſeful of neceſſary to this End; 
a — the plain Enghſh of this _— 


ingl y 


8 


Conſciences in ordet to avoid them: And ſince, 
that 


n; cher A | 


weak; be- 


de Cons 4a. as oa. 6 FEY 
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1 
ing] y plauſible Notion is, that Men are to 
ſuffer theſe Puniſhments, not till they con/ider, 
but till they Change, and the Hypocrite by 
diſſembling his Sentiments eſcapes, tho' he 
has not conſider d, while the /zcere Man, 


who has conſider d, but cannot find that Con- 


viction others . think he may, continues to 
ſuffer, without Hope or Poſſibility of Relief. 
And thus I have endeavour, in as few 
Words as the Nature of the Cafe would well 
admit, to prove, that neither the Governours 
of the Chriſtian Church, nor the Magiſtrate, 
have a Right to uſe any fort of Force, to re- 
ſtrain or puniſh any Opinions or Practices in 
Religion, confider'd as Offences againſt the 
Chriſtian Law, and to anſwer all the Argu- 
ments urg'd by the Romaniſis and others in 
Favour of theoppoſite Opinion. And now, 
From what has been ſaid on this Point, we 
may draw this very important Concluſion, 
That all Perſons in a Society, whoſe Princi- 
ples in Religion have no Tendency to hurt 
the Publick, have a Right to a Tolerat ion. 
be a Toleration, | meana Liberty to worſhip 
God according to their Confciences, without 
any Encouragement from the Civil Govern- 
ment on the one Hand, or Fear of Inffiction 
of Puniſhment on the other: And the Rea: 
tors why all Men, whoſe religious Principles 
do not hurt the Publick, have a Right to a 
Toleration is this, becauſe by the Suppoſition, 
they are guilty of no Offence againſt the State, 
and it has been proy'd ys the Magiſtrate has 
no 


( 42 ) 
8 Right to uſe Force againſt them on any o- 
ther ien De net 
He may indeed encourage his own Religi- 
on, which is no more than every other Man, 
as far as he has Power, does with reſpect to 
his own Sect; he may alſo limit the Enjoy- 
ment of Places of Truſt or Profit, to thoſe 
whoſe Opinions in Religion agree with his 
own, if ſuch a Limitation be for the publick 
Good: and by doing this, he injures no Man, 
becauſe he deprives no Man of any thing, to 
which he has, properly ſpeaking, a Right. 
Bur every Man, whoſe Principles in Religion 
do not tend to hurt the Pablick, has a Right to 
Liberty of Conſtience, and conſequently to a 
Liberty of worſhipping God according to it: 
For to ſay with Mr. Hobbes, that tho' the 
Magiſtrate has in ſuch a Caſe no Power over 
Mens Opinions, yet he has one over their 
Profen and Actions, is abſurd, becauſe 
theſe Profeſſions and Actions, the Opinions 
being ſuppos d, are commonly neceſſary, and 
their Duty. And therefore, a Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, 2. e. of Opinion, without Liberty of 
Profeſſing and acting according to that Opini- 
on, is in Reality no Liberty at all. * 
The only Thing which can be ſaid in Op- 
poſition to this Concluſion is, that the Suppo- 
ſition made in it is impoſſible; and this I've 
already obſerved, is the Notion of Mr. Hobbes, 
and generally of thoſe, who on political Prin- 
ciples are Enemies to Toleratzon. According 
to them all Differences in Religion hurt the 
b. 3 1 State, 
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State, and therefore: no publick Eroſpſſion of 
any Religion oyght to be allow'd, Mof that 
which has received the National Eflabliſh- 
ment. Sl e 5:11 Sc ifs ide 25 
Now, not to fay any thing of the miſchie- 
vous Conſequences which follow from this 
Notion, that it tends to juſtiſie the Perſecuti- 
on of Proteſtants in France, or in Poland, 
e of Chriſtians: under a Mahometuny 
or Heathen Government; to paſs by, I'fay, 
theſe and other, abſurd: Conſequences of this 
Notion, tis plain that they who reaſon in this 
Manner argue againſt Toleration, from thoſe 
Evil Effects which have really been owing to 


| the Want of it. {151147 yd Bs „ 25163)" fa 
Where Men are oppreſs d and perſecutedi6in | 


Account of their Religion, where a reajQna+ 
ble Liberty of following their|Confciencesin 
order to their eternal Salvation, is: 'defiyit 
them, they cannot — and reſtleſsʒ 
in ſuch a Situation they are eaſily diſpos d to 
be factious and ſeditious, and: to endeavour 
perhaps by violent ways to free themſtlves 
from the Yoke which galls and torments them; 
but then this factions Spirit is not ſo much 
occaſion'd by their religious Principles, as by 
the Seyerities' us'd; againſt them, and che Re- 
medy is not to encrealſe the Severitiesʒ hut en- 
tirely to remoye them. By which Means Per- 
ſons, profeſſing the {ame religious Prineiples, 
when ſoftened, by good Uſage, and ſuffer d 
quietly to thin and act according to their 
Conſciences, may become good Subjects, and 
not! 2 Join 
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n in ſupporting the Government, who before 
— — Enemies to, and perhaps 
thought it their Intereſt to clog and perplex 
it: That this will be the — is on 
the Foot of Reaſon highly probabſe; and who- 
ever compares the Temper and Uſage of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters under King Charles the 
Second's Reign, with both under the preſent, 
will fee an Inſtance, pretty much in Point, to 
confirm the Truth of this Opinion. 
But ſome falſe Principles in Religion, un- 

doubredly there are, which muſt always have 
an evil Influence on the Civil State, and whe- 
ther any Force or Coercion may be usd in 
ſuch Caſes, and by whom, was the ſecond 
— 2 under this Head, I propos d to 
confi 

Here then, tis at firſt View evident; that 
all Right to uſe Force in ſuch Caſes, muſt be 
in the "Magiſtrate, as Head of the Ciuil So- 
cisty, and Guardian of the Publick Peace; 
n only Queſtion is, concern- 

the Fort or Degree of Foree or Coercion 

or Reſtraint, which He may lawfully uſe to, 

| ſecure the Society from the eyil Influence of 
ſuch Principles. Now., 

The Opinion commonly receiy's, is, that the 
Magiſtrate ought not to allow thoſe, whoſe 
religious Principles are any Way deſtru@ive 
of the Intereſts of Society, the Benefit of 2 
Toleration. This Opinion is followed by ma- 
ny the greateſt and moſt able Defenders of re-' 
ligious iberty, and rhe Practice in this Na- 
tion 
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tion ſeems to be form'd —— t. 
it; For By — 'rwould | 
come me'to determine 10 ching tively a- 
impr fl in a — würd an Arremp 
is made; to ſettle this intricate 'Coutroy 
on com Pri of Reaſon and Reg 
on, 1 fairly propoſe the — which ſeem 

to fu vous the con % 
For the right da rome of which, ew 

— ee to diſtiognith berween inward” 
e 5 and 0#i4ward Aft ian; —— | 

Actions, thofe which burr be Court 

Tor ntereſts of the Society, or any Member of ity 
from chole Which in theſe A e are — 
cem... | 

As te A Alina of we Wrmer om. 
'tis allowid / by all, excepr thoſe wild Bac 
ſiaſds,, whole Praniciples Fic already (4id de- 
ſerve no COnſideration, that the Perſbus wh 
are guilty of them, let them pretend Religion, 
or What elſs they pleaſe; as 2 Reaſon for them, 
are not otily not do be tolerated, but te be- 
puniſhed by the Magiſtrate accordiag te ehe 
nature and * the Offence: The Rea- 
ſon is obvious, 1 as the Power of the 
Magiſtrate is chiefly converſant about outward” 
Actions, ſo is he under no fort of Obligation 
to examite into the Principles from Whence 
proceed, bur finding chem Lofl, he pes 
pas the Doers of them; nor does it avail a- 
y Co's ſuch a Caſe to plead Conſcience, 
bis is a Plea which eyery Man may 


offer 
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offer in every Caſe. And ſince tis impoſſible 
for Men to diſtinguiſh, between the Pretence 
and the Reality, if it be admitted in one, it 
maſt be ſo in every one; which plainly: renders. 
all Exereiſe of Civil Power impoſſible or uſe- 
leſs. If Conſcience erring invincibly prompts 
a Man to do a wicked Action, thiscmay per- 
haps excuſe him in the Sight of God but i he 
is guilty of Treaſon or Sedition, he muſt ſuf · 
fer the Puniſhment which the Laws of the 
Society have ordain'd to be executed on ſuch 
_ Offenders... Thus far then all rational Men 
ſeem to be clearly and fully agreed. But the 
Caſe of Difficulty is this, N. It Neon. 
Whether, when ſome Perſons have unhap- 
pily adopted into their Scheme of Religion, 
certain Principles which formerly have influ- 
enced others, and may. probably inſſuenee them 
alſo, to engage in Deſigns deſtructive of the 


Publick Good; whether, IL ſay, in ſuchta Caſe, 


the Fear or Apprehenſion of the evil Conſe- 
uences of ſuch Principles on the Publick 
Peace, does empower or oblige the Magiſtrate 
to deny all thoſe whi' are of this Religion, 
and conſequently may be ſuſpected to adhere 
to theſe; Principles, any ſort of Liberty to 
worſhip God according to their erroneous 
Conſciences: This, I ſay, is the Caſe of real 
Difficulty; and the Reaſons which may at leaſt 
7 88 be urg d in fayour of a Toleration for 
uch Perſons, are theſe two; 1. That the De- 
nial of it is unlaw ful, and, 2. That inſtead of 
being any way uſeful to the Publick, aw 
1 i Þ 4. 5 urts 
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hurts it more than a Toleration would do. 
1. The Reaſon why a total Denial of a To- 
leration to ſuch Perſons may be thought un- 
lawful, is this, becauſe the Right which every 
Man has to worſhip God according to his Con- 
ſcience is Natural and VUnali enable. 
To underſtand the Force of this Argument, 
we are to obſerve, that all Power which Men, 
otherwiſe independent, have over others, great- 
er than they reciprocally have over them, muſt 
have its Original either from a poſitive Di- 
vine Appointment, or from the free. Conſent 
of the Perſons themſelves, who for the At- 
tainment of ſome greater Good, give up their 
natural Freedom to the Will of others. Siſice 
then every Man, conſider'd ſingly and by him- 
ſelf, has undoubtedly a natural Right to wor- 
ſhip God according to his Conſcience, if on 
his entring into Society he loſes this Right, 
he mult lole it in one of theſe two ways: But 
he can loſe it in neither; not by a poſitive 
Divine Appointment, becauſe no ſuch A 
pointment is made, nor can be ſuppos'd, with- 
out at the ſame time ſuppoſing that the Magi- 
ſtrate has a Power from God to determine 26. 
ſolutely Mens Judgments in all Matters of Re. 
ligion ; and he cannot loſe it by. his own Con- 
ſent, bedauſe God having not thought fir to 
give him any other Guide, whom he is bound 
to follow at all Events, the Obligation to wor- 
ſhip God' according to his own Conſcience is 
perpetual and immutable : He cannot, if he 
would, free himſelf from it. 4 
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As he is oblig d to worſhip God, and obey 
his Will, in order to his own eternal Salyation ; 


Worſhip, which his own Conſcience and Judg- 
ment, on a full and free Examination, rell him 
is ſo: If he be negligent in his Enquiries, or 
partial in his Judgment, and by this Means 


miſtakes the Will of God, his Error is volun- 
tary, and God will puniſh him for it: If, not- 


withſtanding his utmoſt Care and Diligence, he 


falls into, or continues in Error, tis plainly 


A ry one, and therefore innocent. 
But whether his t be right or erro- 
neous, it muſt be his ultimate Rule and Guide 


in all Matters that relate to the Will of God 
and eternal Salvation: If then he conſents to 


4 —— — that of 
Magiſtrate, which "nn in all Points 
be different and oppoſite, he c to do, at 


his Command, what he hin to be, and there- 
fore to him is ſinful: And fince this is what 
no Man ought in any Caſe to conſent to, tis 
—— cannot bind — abſolutel = fol- 
low the Direction of the Magiſtrate in i 
which relate to Religion, and the Worſhip and 
Service of God. | 
Since then, every Man has a natural Right 
to worſhip God according to his Conſcience, 
in order to his own eternal Salvation; fince 
no Divine — — has interven d to de- 
ive him of this Right; and ſince he cannot 
dy his own Conſent diveſt himſelf of it, it 
ſeems to follow, that the Magiſtrate 


can in 
this 


10 That 70 bim is his Will, and the true Way of 
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this Caſe have no Power; but 6ught* and is 
bound to ſuffer every Perſon to think and act 
according to his own Conſcience, as long as 
he is guilty of no Evil Actions, which, on a 
Civil Account; deſerve Coercion ot Temporal 
Puniſnment t:: 

2. As this Argument is urg'd to prove, that 
a total Denial of Toleration to Perſons of ſo 
unhappy Principles, is unlawful; ſo anothet 
may be urg d to prove, that ſuch a Dental is 
not, in the whole, prudent or convenient; that 
inſtead of being any Way uſeful to the Pub- 
lick, it really hurts it more than a Toleration 
would do: The Reafon is this, becauſe to pre- 
vent entirely their holding religious Aſſemblies 
is morally impoſſible; and if they be at all held, 
the more they are under the Inſpection of the 
Magiſtrate, the leſs Danger there is from them 
to the Public. FRY 29 ien 

When ſome Liberty of aſſembling to wor- 
ſhip God according to their Conſciences is al- 
laow'd Men, their Aſſemblies are at all times 

under the Inſpection of the Magiſtrate, and he 
may —. in many Caſes to regulate them 
in the belt Manner ta prevent Inconvenien- 
cies: But when all Liberty is taken away, 
they are then quite remoy'd from his Inſpec- 
tion, and yet tis ſcarce poſſible to prevent 
Lr 01 24691 Meh p95 
| Perſons who think themſelves bound under 
Pain of Eternal Damnation to worſhip God 
in a certain Way, will run any Hazard to do 
it; drive them from Cities and Places of Re- 
| | G ſort, 
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fort, they'll meet in the Fields or in the Deſert; 
diſperſe their Aſſemblies in one Place, they'll 
run immediately to another; make it dange- 
rous to meet by Day, they'll aſſemble in the 
Night, in Holes and Corners, any where, or 
at any Time, to do what they think them- 
{elves bound to do, to gain the Favour of God, 
and avoid eternal Damnation: Put Numbers 
of them to Death, they'll many of them die 
with the Refolution of Martyrs, and their Ex- 
ample will animate others to face any Dangers, 
to which the Profeſſion of what they unhappi- 
ly account true Chriſtian Religion, may ex- 
pole them. Tis therefore a vain thing to hope 
that any Laws however ſevere in themſelves, 
or ally executed, can entirely hinder their 
holding religious Aſſemblies: And then the 
whole Conduct of them is entirely removed 
from publick Inſpection, they are under no 
Regulations, but what they ſet to themſelves 
or are ſet them by their Teachers; and for 
Teachers they are glad to receive any Per- 
ſons whom they think qualify'd to perform 
Divine Offices, and eſteem them in Proportion 
to the Hazards they run by coming among 
them; and if theſe be Men of Craft and De- 
lign, and at the ſame time of a furious and 
bloody Spirits they may manage the blind 
| Zeal of the People, to the Diſturbance of the 
publick Peace, much more effectually than 
others of a more quiet Diſpoſition and better 
Principles, who enjoy d the Protection of the 
£ 241 | Magiltrate, 
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Magiſtrate, would probably think it either their 
Duty or Intereſt to doo. | 

It then this be a juſt State of the Caſe on one 
Side and the other, rhe Queſtion is, Whether 
a limited Toleration under the Direction of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, be not in the whole a 
more likely Means to prevent the evil Conſe- 
quences of bad Principles in Religion, than a 
total Denial of it? For my Part, I determine 
nothing in the Point; I ſpeak as to wiſe Men, 
judge ye what I ſay. : 7 270070 

lk it be faid, that the Allowance of any ſuch 
Liberty renders it impoſſible for the Magiſtrate 
to provide for the publick Security, when a- 
ny conſiderable Parr of a Nation, hold Princi- 
ples in Religion deſtructive of irs true Inte- 
reſts, To this it may be anſwer d, f 

1. That, if what has been ſaid be true, It 
does not; becauſe the taking away this Liber- 
ty does not put him in a better Condition. 
But then, arg 

2. It may be further and poſitively affirm'd, 
That the Magiſtrate has it at all Times in his 
Power to uſe Remedies of another Kind, which 
will be effectual to this End. 

He may make Laws to limit their Proper- 
ty, to divide it into ſeveral Hands, and to hin- 
der their making new Acquiſitions which ei- 
ther in Kind or Degree may be dangerous to 
the publick Peace: Tho Mens Religion be not, 
yet their Property, as long as they continue 
Members of a Society, is and muſt be at all 
Events ſubject to ＋ ſupreme Power; it ey 

2 e 
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be taken from them either in Whole or in Part, 
and their Right of acquiring more, or even of 
diſpoſing of what they have in a certain Way, 
may be abridg'd, whenever the publick Good 
meceſſarity requires it. If there be Danger of 
Infection, the richeſt Merchandize may * 
ſtroy d: To ſtop a Conflagration, Houſes may 
be demoliſh'd: Agrarian and Sumptuary Laws 
do * take away Mens Right of enlarging 
their Poſſeſſions or the Freedom of diſpoſing 
of their Wealth according to their Inclination; 
and yet theſe never were accounted unjuſt; 
nor indeed can any Laws about Property be 
accounted ſo, which are plainly neceſſary for 
the publick Good. 

As a further Means to the ſame End, ſome 
moderate Reſtraints may be put on their Ci- 
vil Liberty; they may be excluded from For- 
treſſes, or other Places, where their Dwelling 
or Meeting in any great Numbers may be 
really dangerous to the Publick. 

At the ſame time the Magiſtrate may and 
ought to take care, that proper Methods be 
uſed to inſtruct and convince them, and to 
lead them in a Moral and a Chriſtian Way to 
a Diſcovery and Renunciation of their Er- 


rors. He may alſo provide that their Chil- 


dren be educated under publick Inſpection, 
that ſo being free from all early ill Impreſſions 
they may, when they come to a full Uſe of 
their Reaſon, be diſpos d to chuſe thoſe Prin- 
ciples which with Regard to Religion are _ 
TT : 8 ou, 2 a * 2 
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and will make- 1 at the ſame time good 
Suhjects and good Chriſtians; and ſo put a 
ſtop to that Evil in the next Generation, 
which greatly hurts and embarraſſes the pre- 
ſent: Theſe and other Methods of the like 
Nature the Magiſtrate has it at all Times-in 
his Power to ule, to ſecure the Society againſt 
all evil Conſequences of corrupt Principles in 
Religion. And, eh 

If theſe fail, or are thought ineffectual, 
there is yet a further Remedy, which, tho' 
a violent one, is, in a Caſe of Extremity, un- 
doubtedly Lawful ; and that is, to remove them 
out of the Society. 

That this is in ir ſelf Lawful, is manifeſt; 
for all Society being founded in ſome Contract, 
expreſs or tacit, between the Members, and 
the End and Deſign of this Contract and of 
the ſocial Union, being the common Good of 
all, whenever any one or more Perſons are 
found utterly unqualify'd to promote this End, 
but on the contrary are diſpos'd to do their 
utmoſt to defeat it, the Contract, with Re- 
ſpect to him or them, may and ought to be 
diffoly'd ; the Society may refuſe ſuch Perſons 
any further Benefit of that Protection which 
ariſes from the Union of their Forces, and at 
the ſame time abſolve them from that Sub- 
miſſion which they had ſtipulated or were 
bound to pay to the Civil Government. 

But then, when this Reſolution is taken 
with Regard to any Members of a Civil Socie- 
ty, 'tis plain they ought to be allow'd full 

Liberty, 
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Liberty, with their Perſons to tranſport their 
Effects, or, if theſe cannot be removed, to 
exchange them for others that may: For the 
whole Body having no Right to the Property 
of private Members, any further than they 
ſubmit it to their Diſpoſal for the common 
Good, when the ſocial Union is diſſolv'd, 
this Right ceaſes, and the Title which every 
Man in a State of Nature has to his own 
or his Anceſtors Acquiſitions returns, and 
veſts him with a compleat Right to take 
them away with him. ä n 
If a convenient time be allow'd for this, 
and he afterwards continues ro dwell in the 
Land, he may be treated as an Alien and an 
Enemy; he has no Right to the Protection of 
the Laws, and whatever Force is neceſſary to 
| _ him away, may lawfully be us'd againſt 
Him. | 
The only thing here to be conſider'd, is, 
Whether it be in the whole for the Good of 
the Society thus to diſſolye the Union between 
it and any of its Members; for the Rule of 
Prudence in this, as in all Caſes of the like 
Nature is to chuſe the greater Good, and avoid 
the greater Evil. If then the Evils 'which 
may juſtly be apprehended from their bad Prin- 
= es, be greater than thoſe which would a- 
e from their being diſmiſs d the Society, the 
Rule of Prudence is to diſmiſs them. But if the 
Society 'muſt ſuffer more by the Want of ſo 
many Members, than, can well be apprehended, 
it will by the Influence of their bad W 
: . S 


15 in any Caſe be; which is, that Men will here- 
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the Rule of Prudence is to contine hee 
and to uſe all Methods, which are cunſiſtent 
with Mens enjoying their zatura/ and nnas 
Anale Rights, to —— in- 
offenſive to the Publick, or to provide ay 
their breaking our out into Sedition or Rebel 
In ſuch a Cafe as, this we may fay — 
Moſes ſays. to the People of [frar} concern» 
ing the Nations who dwelt in the Land of Ca- 
naun, Thou mayeſt:not conſume them ut once, 
leſt the Beaftraf the Field increaſe upon thee . 
Tho God had decreed that theſe Nations ſhould 
not only be driven out, but deſtroy d, yet this 
Rule of Prudence was, you ſee, to take Place; 
they were not to dere them all at once, leſt 
a Deſolation ſhould enſue, left the Land ſhould 
be in a great Meaſure uninhabited, ancukivated | 
and oyer-run with wild Beaſts. 
: There is one Objection indeed which may 
be urg d againſt the Lawfulnets of this Me- 
thod, however prudent or convenient it may 


by do n__ to diſſemble with God and their 
own Confciences rather than quit their Coun- 
try, their Poſſeſſions, their Relations, Friends 
and Acquaintance. 


- But the Anfwer to this is obvious; That 
this 


being the laſt and indeed a violent Reme- 
dy, thould not be us'd, but on the moſtmature 
erg and an the cn l of * 


— — e : : * 
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fairs, 
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fairs, and the utter Ineffectualneſs of all othet 
Methods make it abſolutely neceſſary ; but 
where it is neceſſary, tis in it ſelf lawful, and 
the Conſequences which may accidentally. fol- 
low on the Uſe of lawful Means to promote 
the publick Good, cannot hinder the Magi- 
giſtrate from uſing them: If they may in one 
Caſe, they may in every one, and this will ob- 
viouſly tend to diſſolve all Government, and 
make it impoſſible to fix any Laws, or limit 
the Actions or Behaviour of the Members of 
a Society in order to the common Good. 

And now, having thus fully and particular- 
ly confider'd the general Queſtion, there will 
be no Occaſion to ſay much on the third Point 
propos'd, which was, LID | 


HI. To apply the general Doctrine to ourpar· 


ticular Caſe, in order to form ſome Judgment 
of the ſeveral Methods that may be thought 
on, to ſecure our preſent happy Conſtitution 
in CHURCH and STATE, from = Danger 
with which it may be threaten'd by thoſe, 
whoſe falſe Principles in Religion diſpoſe them 
to be Enemies to it; I mean thoſe of the Ro- 
miſh Religion. 5 1H. 8 
According to the Principles laid down in this 
Diſcourſe, all thoſe of the Church of Rome a- 
mong us are to be conſider'd either as Perſons 
roſeſſiug a falſe and corrupt Religion, or as 
erſons maintaining certain Doctrines which 
are really dangerous to all, but eſpecially to 
Proteſtant Governments. Now. 


© If 
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it we conſider them in the firſt Light, 
2 from What has been ſaid, That n 
Church, no Magiſtrate has any Right or Pow- 
er to uſe Force againſt them; So that what- 
ever Coercion or Reſtraint, they now are, or 
at any Time hereafter may be doom'd to ſuf- 
fer, the true Ground and Reaſon of it mu 
be, that ſome Doctrines, which they, by their 
Scheme of Religion, are oblig'd to believe, are 
really dangerous to our preſent Conſtitution - 
and the publick Peace. > ab 5 OY 
That ſuch * Doctrines are taught by the 
Church of Rome might be prov'd by many 
Inſtances ; I ſhall juſt mention one or two of 
thoſe which have a near Relation to the Sub- 
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ject of this Diſcourſe. , _ 


it 


From the Account given of the Nomiſh Prin- 
N concerning the Uſe of Force in Matters 
of Religion, tis plain they maintain it to be 
not only lawful, but their Duty to extirpate 
Hereticks, by all the Methods of Cruelty and 
Perſecution: That this is in Reality the Doc- 


e * 
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Fot a fill Account of theſe DoArjnes, | refer the Reader 
to two Tracts publiſh'd in the Reign of King Charles II. in Eng- 
land, which well deſerve to be perus d by all Proteſtants; vis. 
1. Popery; or, the Prixtiples and Poſitions approv d by the 
Church of Rome (when really belitv'd and prattis'd) are very 
dangerous to all, and to Proteſtant Kings and Supreme Powers 
more eſpecially pernicious, &c. By T. Lord Biſhop of Lincoln. 
Printed at London in 4*9 and 819, An. 1679 

2. A Diſcourſe concerning the Laws Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
made againſt Hereticks, &c. N. B. This laſt Tract has been late- 
. ty reprinted both in London and Dublin, ow : 


H ; trine 


R 
trtine of the Church of Name, cannot be denied; 
and that they who own this Doctrine muſt 

at all times be Enemies to a Proteſiant Go- 
vernment, is manifeſt, becauſe they do and muſt 

think themſelves under Pain of Damnation 
obliged, whenever they have Power, to act in 
rr =p 
The malignant Nature of this Doctrine is 
much encreas'd by another, which, if not di- 
rectly maintain d, is greatly fayour'd and coun- 
tenanc'd by the Church of Rome, I mean that 
deteſtable Maxim, That 20 Faith is to be 
kept with Hereticks. That this Doctrine is 
at leaſt yery much countenanc'd by the Church 
of Rome, is prov'd, — other Arguments, 
by the Proceedings in the Caſe of 70h Fuſe 
at the Council of Conflance, and the Decree 
paſs d by the Council on that Occaſion. 
Indeed if there be any Authority in a Ma- 
nuſcript of the Acts of that Council now in the 
275 Library, and | wy by Hardouin 
i 


the Jeſuite in a late Edition of the Councils, 
that Doctrine is as fully eſtabliſſ᷑d by the 
Council of Conſlance, as tis poſſible it can 


be b. 
But 


_—_ on OI 
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| b De falvo Conductu Huſſonis, - | 
Ex MS, Ceſares;  Sacroſanta Synodus, exc. Quia non- 
nulli nimis intelligentes, aut ſiniſtræ Intentionis, vel forſan ſo- 
lentes plus ſapere quam oportet, nedum Regiæ Majeſtati, ſed 
etiam ſacro, ut fertur, Concilio, linguis maledictis detrahunt, 
public & occultè dicentes vel innuentes, quod 2 = 
| uctus 


* 1 


( 59.) 
But though this be not inſiſted on; though, 

we take only that Decree of the Council which 
is univerſally own'd to be Authentic e, and 
aber it with their Actions, there is but too 
much Reaſon to ſay, that this Doctrine m 


— — 8 
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ductus per in victiſſimum principem dominum Sigiſmundum, 
Romanorum & Hungaria, exc. Regem, quondam Joann; Haus, 
Hæreſiarchæ, damna'z Memoriz datus, fuit contra juſſitiam, 
aut honeftatem indebitè violatus; cum tamen dictus. Joannes, 
Hus fidem Ort hodoxam pertinaciter oppugnans, ſe ab omni: Can 
ducta & Privilegio reddiderit alienum ; net aliqua ſibi ſides aut 
promiſſio de jure naturali, divino vil humavo, fuerit in prajudi- 
cium Catholice Fidei ob ſer vanda: idcirco dicta ſancta Synodus . 
præſentium tenore declarat, dictum invictiſſimum Principem, 
circa prædictum quondam Joannem Hus, ven oblante mem 

rato ſalve Conductu, ex juris debito feciſſe quod licuit ex, ques 
decuit Regiam Magiſtatem : Statueris & ordinans omnibus & 
' fingulis Chriſti fidelibus, cujuſq; dignitatis ,, gradds, z2in 
nentiæ, conditionis ſtatũs aut ſexũs exiſtant, quod nullus dein- 
ceps ſacro Concilio aut Regiz Majeſtati, de geſtis circa phœ- 
dictum quondam Jannem Hus, detrahat, ſive quomodolibet 
obloquatur. Qui vero contrarium fecerit, tanquam fautor 
Hzreticz pravitatis, & reus criminis Læſæ Majeftatis irre- 
miſſibiliter puniatur. Harduin, Concil, Tom. viii. p. 454. 
Vide quæ dicit de hoc MS. in Præfatiove generali, p. 10, & 
in Nota ad principium. Actor. Concil. Conſtant. Tom, viii. 
At. | | 1 
x © Præſens ſanta Synodus ex quovis ſalvo Condudu per 
Imperatorem, reges & alios ſeculi Principes, hæreticis vel de 
hereſi diffamatis, putantes eoſdem fic a ſuis, erroribus revo- 
care, 2 ſe vinculo adſtrinxerint, conceſſo, nullum 
Fidei Catholicæ, vel Juriſditioni Eecleſſaſticæ prejudicium 
generari, vel impedimentum preftari poſſe, ſeu debere declay 
rat, quominds dicto ſalvo conductu non obſtante, liceat judici 
competenti & Eceleſiaſtico, de hujuſm di Perſonarug etroti- 
dus inquirere, & alias contra eos debitè proceders, eoſdem- 
que punire, quantum juſtitia ſuadebit, fi ſugs errores reyacare 
pertinaciter recuſaverint, etiamſs de [atus Conduttu con ſiſi, ad 
locum venerint judicii, alias 55 venturi ; Nec fic promittentens - 
2 EP cum 
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leaft by fair Conſequence 4 aintgind by. 
Ki I A to this we add the many Pal: 
ſages in their Canon Law, and in the Wri: 


tings of their Canoniſii, Caſulſis e, ind other 
10 oy An 
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cum ſecerit quod in ipſo eſt, ex aliquo manſiſſ abligatum., Bi- 
255 Concil. Tom. We 1 1675. Harduin. Gene Tom. vill. 
p. 462. . 1 4 b | 


4 Nec fides à Magiſtratibus data ſervanda eft hereticis : 


uod Exemplo Concilii Conſtantienſis probat Salomonius in 


2. $. exaftis de Origine juris. Nam Joannes Hus, & Hic- 


ronymus efus diſcipulus legitimia flamma concremati ſunt, 


—_— promiffa illis ſecuritas fuiſſet. Simanga Inſtit. Cathol. 


Tu. 45. 4% penis. $. 14. ad finem. 


' © Liberantut ab omni obligatione, qui hæreticis tenebaptur 
ſtricti. Tit. cap. Abſolutos ſe noverint à debito Fideliratis, 


dominii, & totius obſequii, quicunque lapſis manifeſſè in he- 
refim , aliſus patto quacungque firmitate vallato, tenebantur a- 
ſtri j. Decret. Greg. de Hereticis. c. abſolutos. I. 5. Tit. 7. 
© 1 ; > YL + * 4 ” 


. 
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licet non ſolvat, non incidit in pœnam. Et eodem modo ft 
per juramentum, quod eft verum, quia in ill obligatione & 
juramento tacite ſu intelligatur, 1 Lak permanſetit, cui com- 
municare liceat. Gloſſa ad c. abſoluros. av 
 Caſus literalis. N a domino Papi, fi debitoreg 
iſtorum qui lapſi ſutit in hæreſim, tenèantur ſolvere eiſdem. 
Papa reſpondendo dicit, quod quicunque obligati ſunt. lapſis 
manifeſtè in hæreſim, noverint ſe abſolutos & de omni debito 
fidelitatis, & totius obſequii, & omni pacto quacunque fir- 
mitate vallato, &c, Panormit ad c. ab/olutos, | k 


" Vaſalli hzreticofum & quicunque alii, qui hæreticis aliqui 
obligatione erant aſtridi, ut'famuli, ſiberti & hujuſmodi, ipſo 
facto liberantuf. , Proterea ſi aliquis promiſiſſet eis hæreti- 
cis, ſolvere ſab pena vel juramento certo die, non tenetur. 

Sum. Angelic, per Angel. de Clavaſſo. verb, heretic. $, unde- 

cim fol. r30' ũ «Dx eee CD 
Ptæterea his hæteticis fides à privato data ſervanda non eft 
multo minus quam alii cuicunque proditori hoſti aut perduellioai. 
. Simanca. Inſtit; Cho] Tit, 45. de pœnis J. 14. 


Quzres 


Eigb i ſub peen$4 aliquis tenetur eis aliquid ſolyere cert die, 
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Dj ten ſome of which do in expreſs Terms, 
and d others by + he ir Implication aſſert it, it 
will appear on the whole to be a very mode- 
rate Charge againſt the Church of Nome, to 
ſay only, that this 4 Doctrine is counte- 
nanc d and favout d by Her. The deſtructive 
Tendency of this Doctrine eyer one ſees, and | 
therefore I do not inſiſt on it. Bur, 

The Doctrine which ſtrikes moſt directly at 
the Root of all Civil Power, aud renders thoſe 
who believe it, at all times, utter and avow'd 
Enemies to Proteſt 


ant Princes, is the Doctrine 
of the Pope's Power to excommunicate and 
depo ſe Heretical Princes, and to abſolue their 
Subjetts from their Allegiance. 

That this is really the Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome, may be prov'd by undoubt- 
ed Evidence. Tis certain, the Popes fot ma- 
ny hundred Years have claim'd, and as often 
as they could, exercis'd this Power: Several 
Councils have decreed in favour of it, parti - 


Fularly the famous fourth Council of Laterarnt, 
which 


DT: eats utruin 7 illi qui erant obligati hzretico, vel 
ad fidelitatem vel ad debita, adhuc poſt ſententiam teneantur 
bac obligatione? R. Negative. Probatur expreſs ex Cap. 
abſolutos de Haret. E Ratione, quia cum hæreſis ſit crimen atro- 
oſimum hac pceni ' puniri debet. Summa. Theol. Auth. 
R. P. P. F. Dominico à S. Thoma. pars 3. p. 131. * 

Omnes hætetico obligatos ex juramento, fidelitate obſequii, 
pactione, vel promiſſione liberari, Prædicta locum ha- 
bere ex omnium ſententia in 'heretico manifeſto. Filucu. 
Moral Queft, Tract. 22. p. 46. No- 233, 234. . 

See the two Tradts above referr'd to. 

i $4 vero Dominus temporalis requiſitus, & monitus 7 — 

ella. 
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which is an .approv'd general one, and highly 
eſteem d by the Church of Rome; 40868 


- * * 


cree is indeed conceiv'd in Terms ſomewhat. 
obſcure, but the Meaning of it is ſufficiently : 
clear to any one who conſiders the whole fair- 
ly, and with due Regard to the Occaſion of 


a 
"BL 


tate, per Motropolitanum & cæteros comprovinciales Epiſ- 

copoꝭ Excommunicationis vinculo innodetur. Et fi ſatis facere 
contemſerit infra annum, fignificetur hoe ſummo Pontifici, ut 
ex tunc ipſe Va ſallos ab ejus fidglitate den un eiet abſolutos, & 
terram exponat Catholicis occupandam, qui eam exterminatis 
hæreticis, ſine ulla contradictione poflideant, '& in fidei puri- 
tate conſer vent, ſalvo jure domitipfihtipalis,” dammeda ſuper 
hes %% ler ttt nee ahquod ene merge . 
onat, eadem nikilominus lege ſervaia circa eos, qui non habent 
om inbe principales. Concil, Later. 4. cap. 3. de hæreticis. 
The Doubt here is, Mbat her this Derres extends\roSonereign 
Princes. Naw, if it be con ſidar g, Thar, in it the Terms: of the 
Feudal Law are made uſe of; That according to that Law; The 
Emperor, 4 King, &c. are with reſpect to their Feudatories 
called Domini Principales ; That He, and. he only has no Domi- 
nus Principalis who acknowledges or does Homage to no ſuperior 
temporal Lord; That Raymond Count of Tolouſe, on whoſe 
account this Decree. was made, was a Feudatory 0 the Kings 
of France ; and that the Deſign of this Decree was to imtowar the 
Pope to give Raymand's Territories to Simon de Mountfort, yet 
fo as not to prejudice the Right of that King; If theſe Things, 
Iſay be con ſider d, it ſeems very awvident that by Dominus Prin- 
Cipalis is meant a King, and by eos qui non habent dominos 
Principales, all Perſons who own n temporal Superior, and So- 


vereign Princes more properly than others 
* Expoſition of the Articles, Art. xix. | | 
e eee ri 


* 
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trine it ſelf was for many Ages unzver/ally re- 
ceiv d, no Vniverſity nor Nation declaring a- 
ainſl it, not ſo much as one Divine, Civilian, 
:anonift or Cafuift writ againſt" it, as Card. 
Perron truly ſaid, that it was 0 certainly 
behiev'd, that thoſe Writers, whom the de- 
pos d Princes got to undertake their Defence, 
do not in any of their Books pretend to call 
the Doctrine in general in Queſtion; That 
ſince the Reformarion, Numbers of their moſt 
celebrated f Divines, and Canoniſts, have con- 
tinued to aſſert it, That theſe have been always 
highly efteem'd at Rome, and preferr'd to the 
higheſt Dignities, while others of the oppo- 
ſite Opinions have been cenſurd and their 
Books prohibited; That moſt of the Jeſuites 
and commonly the Italian and Spaniſh Di- 
* Vines, are, as far as appears, at this Day of 

the ſame Opinion; and laſtly, That the Popes 
tho' often preſs'd thereto, could never be pre- 
vail'd on by any publick Act to Condemn this 
Doctrine and Renounce this Power; if all theſe 
Things, I ſay, be fairly conſider'd, and laid to- 
gether, they give abundant Reaſon to con- 
clude, that the Pope's Power to depoſe Here- 
tical Princes, and abſolve Subjects from their 
Allegiance, is really maintain'd by the Church 

of Rome. bi, 


I — - 


| 1 Tis needleſs to cite particular Authorities to this Point, 
and to cite all would be endleſs. See the Tracts before te- 


ferr'd to, ; 
; *Tis 


Tiis certain indeed that man who hold 
Communion with the Church of Nome, do not 
maintain this Doctrine; the Clergy of France, 
Amo 1002, did by-a publick Ack honeſtly 
and frankly renounce it; and ſeveral of the 
| Divines of that Nation, before and ſince, have 
written with great Freedom and Strength of. 
Reaſon againſt.it. But it does not follow from 
hence that this is not the Doctrine of the 
Church of Name; all that this proves, is 
that theſe Men had more Senſe and Honeſty 
than to own a Doctrine ſo abſurd in it ſalt 
and ſo pernicious in it's Conſequences, and 
God grant, that every one. in this Nation, 
who profeſſes the Romi/ſh Religion, may in 
this follow their Example. But then, 
Since there is ſo juſt Reaſon to think, that 
this and the other pernicious Doctrines men- 
tion'd, are either Doctrines of the Church of 
Nome, or mightily countenanc'd by it, it fol- 
lows, that all Perſons of that Communion may 
and ought to be conſider'd as Perſons who be- 
lieve theſe Doctrines, until they in the clear- 
eſt and moſt expreſs terms renounce them: 
And if they be conſider d in this Light, tis 
certain they are and muſt be at all Times Ene- 
mies to our preſent Eſtabliſhment; particularly 
at this Time, when many of them think that 
another Perſon, and not his MaJEsTy, who 
by the Laws of God and the Land is our King, 
has a Right to the Crown, and a Title to their 
Allegiance ; for here falſe Prineiples in Religi- 
78 = 
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* 
S Goyernment join their fyfluence, d 
12 ted a Center of Oniry,” 2 Perſon under 

bey may hope to join, and fet them- 
Fires i * et our eſtabliſh'd Religion | 


08. — theſe ke Medſoris ir ems 1 to be incumdent 
911 us all, thoſe t who have a Shate 
M the Legfharure, to ue all lawful Methods 
5 oo rhe Geerd apaitift theſe great, 

250 haps imminemt Dangers: And 'what 


hods are, does does, f hope, appear pretty 
| pity 


from this Piſconrle.” | 

beſt and molt effeQtual Method, that 
can be made uſt of to this End, every one ſees, 
would de, if pofſible, to convert them̃; Ido not 
mean barely to bring them to an outward 
Non of the Provetihe Religion ; for ſuch 
| LAS Arg without intt/urd Convichion, „in- 
read of being ufeful to the Publick, hurt it; 
rhey do not deſtroy their Intligatibu, Ang 
they gire them grearer Power to do N 
Chief. 
"Whether this be the Cafe of any of thoſe 
whom our Laws have made Convercs, I will 
not'ay; I doubt not, but ſome of them are 
ſincere, and God grant they Aff may be To: 1 
fhalf only obfetve, chat Arch- 227 ot /iwood 
Wfbrmms us ; that in the Reign ames the 
Sixth of Scotland, Certain D157 NSATIONS 
Rut 2 Ro me, were inrertepred, whereby 


_ e of the Church of Sevitiad, p. = ad ES | 
I the 


| e 
the Catholichs were permitted to promiſe, 


feear, ſubſeribe, and do what. elſe ſhould be 
required of them, /d as in Mind they continu- 


ed firm and did uſe their * to ad- 
vance in ſecret the Roman Faith. This 
wicked Craft was, you ſee, us d at that Time, 
and the Church of Rome has not at any Time 
ſince chang d her Principles; nor are Men 
commonly more ſincere and honeſt at this 
Day, than they then were. M r ers Bob 

Now tho' it be impoſſible, by any Laws, 
to provide againſt ſuch deep Diſſimulation; 
and tho Laws, in other Reſpects agreeable 
to the Rules of Reaſon and Religion, and in 
the preſent Circumſtances prudent, are not to 
be condemn'd on account of this accidental ill 
Conſequence; yet tis plain, they do not, nor 
cannot entirely remedy the Evil, and therefore 
other Methods at leaſt in Conjunction with 
with theſe, ſhould be us d to make Men not 
only z Appearance, but really and ſincerely 
Converts to the Proteſiant Religion. 

To this End, it would undoubtedly be uſe- 
ful to provide for the Support and Reſidence 

of the Clergy, in thoſe Parts of the Kingdom 
eſpecially, where the vaſtly greater Numbers 
are of the Nomiſh Religion, and where 
Proviſion of this kind is thought to be ve 
much wanting. And when once the Reſi 
dence of the Clergy in theſe Parts is made 
practicable, let 1 o moſt effectual Laws be 
paſs d to oblige them to it, and to a. dili- 
_ : gent 


1 Children under publiek lt 
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gent, active Diſcharge of their Duty, no ho- 
neſt Man can or onght 0. — or mur- 
mur at them. 

It might alſo be uſefull its the ame End, 


to form a Soct xxx (ſuch as is in our neigh- 
bouring Kingdom for the Propag 


ation of the 
Goſpel in foreign Parts) of Perſons of Ho- 
nour and Diſtinction, as well as Ec- 
clefrafticks, under whole” Care and Direction 
fir Perſons might, as Occaſion requir d, be 
out to inſtruct thoſe, whoſe — Ignorance 
of all Religion, occaſions their obſtinate Ad- 
herence to a falſe one; and other Means might 
be us'd to recover them from their Errors, 
and bring them to the "Knowledge of the 
Truth.“ And, 
' Laſtly,.Ir would be of vaſt uſe to the e | 
End, to provide for the Education of their 
Etion; 133-478 

© Theſe and other Methods of the like Na- 
ture may, not without ſome Hopes of Suc- 
| ceſs, be us d to convert the Papi ſte, and bring 
them not to a Diſſembied and Intereſted, but 
to a Sincere and Neal Profeffion of che 2 
teſtant Religion 

If theſe ſhould prove ineffectual, or too 
flow. in their Operation, to anſwer the pre- 
ſent Emergency, the next thing to be done. is; 
To endeavour to ſecure the Nation againſt 
the evil Influence of their corrupt Principles. 
And poſſibly it might be uſeful to this End, 


ro 3 thoſe of _ Church of Rome, 


who 


5 * aum theſe Primeiphe heh Lhove ſheun 
to be , daugeraus. te the Government ,' fron 
thoſe, who though they continue iu the | 


5 munzon , that Church, prefeſi eee, 
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rage} to diſe laim aud renounce them, 1 
Though the Church of Rowe does, as l have 
fhewn, maintain or countenance thefe wick» 
Doctrines, yet all the Members of it do 
— The church of France. 3 as I have 
auer en laid, deglard. fully 
og Power. A late _ Seer # 
_ a Native of this Kingdom, has not lo ng 
ſince, written freely againſt it, and the Deſign 
of his * Book is, to proye it to be the Duty 
of the. Romanifts / of both Kingdoms, to | x6- 
nounce this Doctrine, and not only ſo, but to 
ſwear. and to pay all dusiful Allegiaucs to 
His Majeſt Y, and; to abjure the 9 
and all this, if i am rightly, inſgrm d, many * 
of them declare they are ready. to do. They 
do indeed make one Objection to the Qath. af 
Abiuration, as it now ſtands, which paſſibly 
may be obviated without leſſeving the binding 
week of the Oath it ſelf; * as to the other 
Doctrines mention d, they ay. N 2. 0 


0 * „ * 
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4 D. franciſeas Martia Iberno Galvienſis ſenior 8. P D. 4 
Secularis ſeniorque Wan & _ — in Univerfi- 


tate Tovanienſi. 

* Brevis-Tractatus +. quo. Facer Jetibug, & Po tificibus. i in be: 
cle Chriftiana, nallk dn porefticem deponendi fupremas 7 

. publicte principes ſtrulates eompetere a £779 
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eue them, aud 


Now either theſe Profeſſions are real or p 
tended: If they are ne tis lain that 
who are ready to make them, and think the- 
ſelves baund in Conſcience to act up to them, 


| ichſtanding their — ob+- Prin- 
ä S 


fore. — * gs 
4 leaſt to bo allow d ſome Be- 
oo of a 


| Bux though they are 
Bulk of the Romanafhr 
| refale- to comply 
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8 n 
to them yet poſſibly ĩt might nat be n | 


make ſome ſuch „ for this Reaſdn ;/ be- 


cauſe then all Ground, or even Calou of Com- 


plaint of -Fioleate ad 40: Ment: Qua ſt ian 
ces, would be entirely remov'd, and thofe-who 
afterward incurr'd the Penalties of the Laws, 
muſt, even themſelyes being 


Religion, but as © 
the Governmeat #.j 
rity for their hes 
eds : Nay, tis 
complain, though the 
out of the Society. 


% who refuſe to 
und reaſonable — 


we they could not juſtly 
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Books printed for the Executors of R. Sare, and fold by 
R. Williamſon near Grays-Inn-Gate, Holbourn. 


I, Gentleman's Religion in three Parts; the firſt contains 
the Principles of Natural Religion; the ſecond and 
third the Doctrines of Chriftianity, both as to Faith and Prac- 
tice ; with an Appendix, wherein it is proved, That nothing 
contrary to our Reaſon can poſſibly be the Object of our Be- 
lief: But that it is no juſt Exception againſt ſome of the Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, that they are above our Reaſon, The 
fourth Edition. | 
II. An Anſwer to all the Excuſes and Pretences that Men 
ordinarily make for their not coming to the holy Commu- 


nion: To which is added, a brief Account of the End and 


Defign of the holy Communion, the Obligation to receive it, 
the Way to prepare for it, and the Behaviour of our ſelyes 
both at and after it. Price 3 d. or 20 5. per Hundred. 

III. Plain Inſtructions for the Young and Ignorant, com- 
prized in a ſhort and eaſy Expoſition of the Church Catechiſm, 


adapted to the Underſtanding and Memory of the meaneft Ca- 


pacity. Price 3 d. or 20 s. per Hundred. 
IV. An Eſſay towards making the Knowledge of Religion 
eaſy to the meaneſt Capacity, being a ſhort and plain Account 


of the Doctrines and Rules of Chriſtianity. Price 2 4. ot 123. 


per Hundred _- 3 
V. Some ſhort and eaſy Directions for ſpending one Day 


well, by which (if every Day be carefully obſerv'd) a Man 


may be much enabled, thro' God's Grace, to ſpend his whole 

Life well. Price 1d. or 6 s fer Hundred. 

VI. The Divine Authority of Church Government and E- 
piſcopacy ſtated and aſſerted upon Principles common to all 

Chriſtians ; preach'd at the Coniecration of the Lord Biſhop of 

Cork and Roſſe, April 2. 1710, Price 4 4. 


VIL A Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of Commons at | 


St. Andrew's Church, Dublin, October 23. 1711. Price 3 4. 
VIII. The true Churchman ſet in a juſt and clear Light, or 

an Eſſay towards a right Character of a faithful Son of the E- 

ſtabliſh'd Church. Price 6 d. | 


IX. Religion try'd by the Teft of ſober and impartial \Rea- 


ſon. Price 6 d. | 5 
X. Eternal Salvation the - End and Defign of Religion; 

in a Sermon preach'd at the | 

Dublin, on Sunday October 3.1714. Price 3 d. 
Xl. St. Pants Deſcription of his own Religion opened and 

explained. | 


All Theſe written by the Moſt Reverend Dr. Edward Synge, 


Tord Archbiſhop of Tuam is Ireland: 
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